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The Diocesan Safeguarding Oversight Group (DSOG) has oversight of, and scrutinises, safeguarding strategy and arrangements in the Diocese of Leicester. Meeting quarterly, it brings together officers from the diocese with representatives from external agencies, including children & adult services, police and probation. DSOG is independently chaired by Adrienne Plunkett, a social worker with a background in Children’s Services, as a practitioner and senior manager.
At its meeting on 24th September 2025, DSOG were joined by Margaret Gildea, External HR Consultant, and Bishop Martyn to talk about safeguarding culture and leadership.
Safeguarding Culture Review: Earlier this year, to better understand the culture around safeguarding in the diocese, the Bishops’ Leadership Team commissioned an external facilitator, Margaret Gildea, to run a series of focus groups and online survey with staff, including clergy, lay ministers, PCC members and parish safeguarding co-ordinators. In total, 150 people from across the Diocese of Leicester and the Cathedral took part, discussing questions regarding the approachability of the Bishops and senior leaders on safeguarding, the ease of challenging them, whether they felt confident action would be taken when a concern was raised and how safeguarding across the diocese could be improved. Margaret Gildea delivered the findings and recommendations, which will be translated into an action plan and taken forward by the Bishops’ Leadership Team and the Diocesan Safeguarding Team. Much of the findings were positive, but it was agreed there can be no complacency. DSOG will receive a report of the actions taken in six months.
You can read the report summary here.

Charity Commission and BBC File on 4 Programme: Bishop Martyn spoke to DSOG about recent media coverage of a high-profile case in the diocese, detailing actions that have and will be taken by the diocese, particularly from a HR perspective. He also explained how the Diocese has taken measures to respond to requirements of the Charity Commission. It was agreed DSOG will be updated on the progress of these actions in six months.
DSOG went on to have discussions around the following matters:  
INEQE Audit Preparation, a plan for the launch of the Survivor Care Strategy; the development of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Trustees Board and DSOG, continuing the development of the Safeguarding Risk Register, an update on the BMO (Bishops’ Mission Order) work arising from the Scolding review into Soul Survivor and an update regarding the Managing Allegations Code of Practice 2025 which came into effect in September.  
DSOG also received updates and regular reports from the Parish Safeguarding Coordinators, Cathedral, and the Executive Sub-Group.
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