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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
LENT AND EASTER 2011
“Food for the Journey” is the title which Bishop Christopher and I have given to our visitations to the Deaneries during Lent this year.  We are only too aware how endlessly demanding the public Christian ministry can be of our spiritual, physical and psychological resources.  We all need to be nourished regularly and it is our hope and our prayer that these conversations during Lent will be nourishment for you and for us.  By entitling our pilgrimage around the Diocese in this way, we also hope to be part of the way God will feed us for the great celebrations which follow at Launde Abbey on 30 May and at St Martins House on 10 June.  More about that later in this letter.
Maundy Thursday this year falls 21 April.  As usual, the service of the Blessing of Oils and of the renewal of vows takes place in the Cathedral at 11.00 am.  I would like to repeat my regular invitation to you all to attend this service and to participate in the liturgy by robing and joining the procession.  I ask you to do this because I know how much of an encouragement this can be to the increasing number of lay people who attend the service.  It also publicly demonstrates our commitment to the same Lord and to the same ministry within the life of this Diocese.  Of course we differ from each other, and we sometimes disagree with each other.  But surely what unites us is so much greater and it is a great strengthening to the Diocese for the clergy to be seen together once a year renewing their vows in this way.  I do hope you will come.  Please also make clear to lay people who may never have been and may be completely unaware of this service that they are warmly welcome.  Believe me when I say that letters I have received from lay people who have attended have demonstrated how moving they find the service.  Perhaps you would make a special effort this year to let them know they are welcome.  Everyone who attends will be invited after the service to lunch in St Martins House.  For the first time this year we have the ability to offer hospitality to all who come and I ask you to let that be known and to stay on for lunch together afterwards.
Easter Day, on 24 April will once again be the occasion for our dawn service of confirmation in the Cathedral.  This begins at 6.00 am.  I know that it is not easy to persuade candidates and congregations to attend the Cathedral at that time, but I hope that you will consider whether you have candidates who might feel it is a special privilege to be confirmed in the Cathedral on that special day.  All will be invited to breakfast afterwards.

Opening Launde Abbey, Bank Holiday Monday, 30 May.  Plans are now well advanced for a full day of celebration at Launde.  Details are circulating in the Diocese and on the Diocesan website about what is planned.  It is designed as a day’s entertainment for all the family.  Speakers will include John Bell of the Iona Community and others on prayer and spirituality; music from the Ratcliffe Chorale, the Sven Klangs jazz band and an Iona Big Sing; the day will culminate in an act of worship at 3.00 pm when the refurbished house will be hallowed.  Do come if you can.  Bring your own picnic or enjoy eating from a number of the catering outlets including a hog and lamb roast.  There will be a market place where parishes and other church groups can have a stall and advertise their wares – please contact Suzanne at Launde Abbey (suzanne@launde.org.uk) to book one of the limited number of spaces available.  Once again I ask you if you would to ensure that this is publicised in the parishes.
Opening of St Martins House, Friday 10 June.  St Martins House is a place of mission if it is anything.  I am very keen that every congregation can attend the Cathedral service followed by events in the precincts and in the new building itself.  This provides an opportunity both to celebrate what we have achieved together and to share our message with the people of the city and the county.  The day is planned as a moment of confident Christian witness.  Each parish is invited to apply for tickets for the service.  There will be about 800 seats available for the act of worship with screens to ensure that everyone can take part fully.  Please apply for tickets now to Julia Unna at St Martins House (julia.unna@leccofe.org or 0116 261 5362)  The day will offer both a great service of celebration but also a chance to tour St Martins House, to get a taste of its generous hospitality and to sample some of the activities there.  After the service there will be a party and celebration for everyone in the precincts with food and entertainment.

As part of the opening programme of St Martins House a series of resourcing for mission times is being planned.  Each one will include a tour of the new facilities, refreshment and a short time of worship at the Cathedral.  The options, which are during mornings, afternoons, and evenings, both on weekdays and weekends include a variety of talks and mission resource events.  Please visit http://www.leicester.anglican.org/crossing-the-threshold to see more or contact Beth or Barry on 0116 261 5348.
Taken all together, these events will be a period of excitement and I hope refreshment for the whole Diocese.  The gifts of Launde Abbey and St Martins House, coming at the same time, are remarkable evidence of God’s generosity to us.  The Christian community is called to be a Eucharistic community, one which is naturally thankful and which expresses its gratitude in worship.  The opportunities I’ve described above to do just that may not come again for a while.  I do hope you will take the opportunity to think about how you and your congregations might play their full part in this special moment for the Diocese.

Meanwhile this comes with my prayers for your ministry and for a holy and refreshing season of Lent.  May you and all of us find the food for the journey which we need.
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