	Signs       Week Beginning 9th January  2012

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
Matthew 2:1-12 Contemporary English Version (CEV)

The Wise Men

 1When Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea, Herod was king. During this time some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem 2and said, "Where is the child born to be king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." 3When King Herod heard about this, he was worried, and so was everyone else in Jerusalem. 4Herod brought together the chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses and asked them, "Where will the Messiah be born?" 

    5They told him, "He will be born in Bethlehem, just as the prophet wrote, 

    6'Bethlehem in the land 

   of Judea, 

   you are very important 

   among the towns of Judea. 

   From your town 

   will come a leader, 

   who will be like a shepherd 

   for my people Israel.' " 

    7Herod secretly called in the wise men and asked them when they had first seen the star. 8He told them, "Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, let me know. I want to go and worship him too." 

    9The wise men listened to what the king said and then left. And the star they had seen in the east went on ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10They were thrilled and excited to see the star. 

    11When the men went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they knelt down and worshipped him. They took out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh and gave them to him. 12Later they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, and they went back home by another road. 
Footnotes: 

a. Matthew 2:1 wise men: People famous for studying the stars. 

b. Matthew 2:2 his star in the east: Or "his star rise." 

c. Matthew 2:11 frankincense, and myrrh: Frankincense was a valuable powder that was burned to make a sweet smell. Myrrh was a valuable sweet-smelling powder often used in perfume. 

	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme
  The season of Epiphany reveals something of who Jesus is through signs.  In this story the Wise Men, pilgrims from a foreign land, are the first people to whom the Saviour is revealed.  In this Gospel, Matthew is at pains to show that Jesus is the promised King of Israel and yet unexpectedly it is to outsiders who recognise Jesus as God’s anointed Son. We know that the Wise Men travelled a long way and were willing to keep searching and following the signs God sent. Jesus had been born amongst God’s chosen people and they had missed all of those signs!! It is this journey that Christians continue, making Jesus known across the world to all peoples.  Sometimes Christians still use signs and symbols to spread this message about Jesus as those used in the ‘Chalking of the Door’ service.  The message about who Jesus is revealed through the next few weeks of the Epiphany season.  
Engaging three ways this week with the theme See Themes, links and resources sheet
1. The Wise Men’s Journey 

2. The Wise Men 
3. Chalking the Door scroll down 


	Gathering Ideas
Look at some Epiphany images and say

Leader  Jesus is the Light of the World! 
Response I will tell of all your marvellous works! 


	Sending Out Ideas
Leader  I will give thanks to you Lord, with my whole heart!

Response I will tell of all your marvellous works! 



