	Week Beginning 5th September 2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
Matthew 18:18-20 Contemporary English Version (CEV)
 18I promise you that God in heaven will allow whatever you allow on earth, but he will not allow anything you don't allow. 19I promise that when any two of you on earth agree about something you are praying for, my Father in heaven will do it for you. 20Whenever two or three of you come together in my name, I am there with you. 
   

	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  Together
The disciples had been learning from Jesus about the way he aligned his life, his thoughts and actions to God.  Whatever was like a true image of Jesus’ mind and heart would come to pass through the prayers of the community.  The disciples learned to look at the world with the eyes of Christ, to make decisions about what was true and false.  When they agreed together as a community in this way they knew that the promises of Jesus would be seen to come to pass.  
Help the children to understand that keeping promises is difficult and that as humans we sometimes fail in this but that God always keeps his promise to be with us and to act most dramatically when we agree as a community guided by Jesus.  In what ways does your school community look with the eyes of Christ on the world and each other? 
Engaging two ways this week with the theme 

See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Leader – This is the day that the Lord has made
Response – Let us be glad and rejoice


	Sending 

Leader –You shall go out with Joy!
Response – and be led forth in peace.



