	Week Beginning 5th December  2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
Mark 1: 1-8

The Preaching of John the Baptist

 1This is the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2It began just as God had said in the book written by Isaiah the prophet, 

   "I am sending my messenger 

   to get the way ready 

   for you. 

    3In the desert 

   someone is shouting, 

   `Get the road ready 

   for the Lord! 

   Make a straight path 

   for him.' " 

    4So John the Baptist showed up in the desert and told everyone, "Turn back to God and be baptised! Then your sins will be forgiven." 

    5From all Judea and Jerusalem crowds of people went to John. They told how sorry they were for their sins, and he baptized them in the Jordan River. 

    6John wore clothes made of camel's hair. He had a leather strap around his waist and ate grasshoppers and wild honey. 

    7John also told the people, "Someone more powerful is going to come. And I am not good enough even to stoop down and untie his sandals.  8I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit!" 



	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  

What we will be focussing on during this Advent in Collective Worship is very different to the focus of some parts of the world in the run up to Christmas.  The media will run with stories of shopping and getting what we want in time for Christmas.  This is in stark contrast to our readings this month of Advent.  We are reminded here o f the preparations for Christ ministry.  John the Baptist is proclaiming that the Messiah is to come and people are to prepare for his coming by turning away from the things of the day and focussing their thoughts and actions on God.  He offers Baptism in the River Jordan as a sign of this turning towards God and away from the ways of the world.  

Help everyone to consider how they are preparing for Christmas in their hearts, not just waiting for the birthday of Jesus but for the beginning of the world being turned upside down when heaven comes to earth and justice overthrows all wrong. 

Preparing for the Christmas story moves our focus from the comforting scene of baby Jesus lying in soft warm hay to thinking about the strangeness of the God’s Son being placed in a feeding trough under the shadow of cross. 
Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Look at some Christmas images and say

Leader  I will give thanks to you Lord, with my whole heart!
Response I will tell of all your marvellous works! 


	Sending 

Leader – the Light of Christ has come into the world 
Response – Let us walk in this light!




