	Week Beginning 31st October  2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 (Good News Translation)

9 Surely you remember, our friends, how we worked and toiled! We worked day and night so that we would not be any trouble to you as we preached to you the Good News from God. 

 10 You are our witnesses, and so is God, that our conduct toward you who believe was pure, right, and without fault.11 You know that we treated each one of you just as parents treat their own children.12 We encouraged you, we comforted you, and we kept urging you to live the kind of life that pleases God, who calls you to share in his own Kingdom and glory. 

 13 And there is another reason why we always give thanks to God. When we brought you God's message, you heard it and accepted it, not as a message from human beings but as God's message, which indeed it is. For God is at work in you who believe.



	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  

Paul is writing to the Thessalonians reminding them of how things were when he, Silvanus and Timothy visited them.  They told them about Jesus and this changed their lives.  They listened to what Paul and his companions had said and then they put it into practice in the way they treated each other and lived their lives.  The reason they were able to do this was because Paul encouraged them and showed them how to live the kind of life that pleases God. 
On All Saints Day consider the lives and encouragement of the saints and how we might too be an encouragement and comfort to each other just as Paul and his companions were to the Thessalonians.  
Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering
Place a Bible on the focus table and use the following words from Psalm 119
Leader – Your word is a lamp for my feet  
Response – a light on my path 


	Sending 

Use a prayer or a blessing.  Write your own or choose one from a book 



