	Good News Week Beginning 30th January  2012

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
   Mark 1:21-28 Contemporary English Version (CEV)
A Man with an Evil Spirit

 21Jesus and his disciples went to the town of Capernaum. Then on the next Sabbath he went into the Jewish meeting place and started teaching. 22Everyone was amazed at his teaching. He taught with authority, and not like the teachers of the Law of Moses. 23Suddenly a man with an evil spirit  in him entered the meeting place and yelled, 24"Jesus from Nazareth, what do you want with us? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are! You are God's Holy One." 

    25Jesus told the evil spirit, "Be quiet and come out of the man!" 26The spirit shook him. Then it gave a loud shout and left. 

    27Everyone was completely surprised and kept saying to each other, "What is this? It must be some new kind of powerful teaching! Even the evil spirits obey him." 28News about Jesus quickly spread all over Galilee. 

Footnotes: 

a. Mark 1:23 evil spirit: A Jewish person who had an evil spirit was considered "unclean" and was not allowed to eat or worship with other Jewish people. 

 

	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  
Many who heard Jesus talked about his speaking with the authority of God.  They recognised in him qualities and inspiration direct from God.  In this story we hear how Jesus spoke with authority both to the Jewish teachers of the Law and to the ordinary person in the street.  Both recognised that he spoke about a Kingdom that they thought was of God and not of this world, a Kingdom which was longed for, a Kingdom where all the wrongs of the world were to be put right.  Jesus’ actions, like the healing of the man with an evil spirit, also revealed that Jesus belonged to a Kingdom not of this world but of God’s. Jesus, through telling parables, tries to tell people more about the Kingdom of God. Help the children understand that this is the Kingdom which Christians still long for and try to bring to all peoples in all they do and say.  Christians share in the work Jesus began, to bring the Kingdom of God to earth.  This is what they do when they pray 

‘Thy Kingdom come                                                                                  Thy will be done                                                                                       On earth as it is in heaven.’ 

Engaging three ways this week with the theme See Themes, links and resources sheet
1. Every day, a special job to do

2. Harvest: the Sower

3. Messengers

	Gathering 
Listen to some reflective music and share some pictures showing the beauty of creation.  Ask: what do you most value about this beautiful world in which we live? 


	Sending 
Leader – Go in peace and love to serve the Lord 

Response – Amen



