	Easter    Week Beginning 26th March 2012

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
Parts of John 18-19 (to be read in parts throughout the week) 
Contemporary English Version (CEV)

Jesus Is Betrayed and Arrested

     1When Jesus had finished praying, he and his disciples crossed the Kidron Valley and went into a garden. 3-5Judas had promised to betray Jesus. So he went to the garden with some Roman soldiers and temple police. They carried torches, lanterns, and weapons. Jesus already knew everything that was going to happen.  

Peter Says He Doesn't Know Jesus

     15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest's house. 16Peter stayed outside near the gate. But the other disciple came back out and spoke to the girl at the gate. She let Peter go in, 17but asked him, "Aren't you one of that man's followers?" 

   "No, I am not!" Peter answered. 

    18It was cold, and the servants and temple police had made a charcoal fire. They were warming themselves around it, when Peter went over and stood near the fire to warm himself. 

Jesus Is Questioned by the High Priest

    

 19The high priest questioned Jesus about his followers and his teaching. 20But Jesus told him, "I have spoken freely in front of everyone. I have not said anything in secret. 21Why are you questioning me? " 

    22As soon as Jesus said this, one of the temple police hit him and said, "That's no way to talk to the high priest!" 

Peter Again Denies that He Knows Jesus

    

 25While Simon Peter was standing there warming himself, someone asked him, "Aren't you one of Jesus' followers?" 

   Again Peter denied it and said, "No, I am not!" 

    26One of the high priest's servants was there. He was a relative of the servant whose ear Peter had cut off, and he asked, "Didn't I see you in the garden with that man?" 

    27Once more Peter denied it, and right then a rooster crowed. 

Jesus Is Tried by Pilate

     28It was early in the morning when Jesus was taken from Caiaphas to the building where the Roman governor stayed. But the crowd waited outside. 

    36Jesus said, "My kingdom doesn't belong to this world. If it did, my followers would have fought to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish leaders." 

    37"So you are a king," Pilate replied. 

   "You are saying that I am a king," Jesus told him. "I was born into this world to tell about the truth. And everyone who belongs to the truth knows my voice." 

John 19

 1Pilate gave orders for Jesus to be beaten with a whip. 2The soldiers made a crown out of thorn branches and put it on Jesus. Then they put a purple robe on him. 3They came up to him and said, "Hey, you king of the Jews!" They also hit him with their fists. 

14It was about noon on the day before Passover, and Pilate said to the crowd, "Look at your king!" 

    15"Kill him! Kill him!" they yelled. "Nail him to a cross!" 

Jesus Is Nailed to a Cross

Jesus was nailed to the cross, and on each side of him a man was also nailed to a cross. 19Pilate ordered the charge against Jesus to be written on a board and put above the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews."   25Jesus' mother stood beside his cross with her sister and Mary the wife of Clopas. Mary Magdalene was standing there too. 26When Jesus saw his mother and his favourite disciple with her, he said to his mother, "This man is now your son." 27Then he said to the disciple, "She is now your mother." From then on, that disciple took her into his own home. 

The Death of Jesus

     28Jesus knew that he had now finished his work. And in order to make the Scriptures come true, he said, "I am thirsty!" 29A jar of cheap wine was there. Someone then soaked a sponge with the wine and held it up to Jesus' mouth on the stem of a hyssop plant. 30After Jesus drank the wine, he said, "Everything is done!" He bowed his head and died. 

Jesus Is Buried

 38Joseph from Arimathea was one of Jesus' disciples. He had kept it secret though, because he was afraid of the Jewish leaders. But now he asked Pilate to let him have Jesus' body. Pilate gave him permission, and Joseph took it down from the cross. 

    39Nicodemus also came with about seventy-five pounds of spices made from myrrh and aloes. This was the same Nicodemus who had visited Jesus one night.  40The two men wrapped the body in a linen cloth, together with the spices, which was how the Jewish people buried their dead. 41In the place where Jesus had been nailed to a cross, there was a garden with a tomb that had never been used. 42The tomb was nearby, and since it was the time to prepare for the Sabbath, they were in a hurry to put Jesus' body there. 

John 20

Jesus Is Alive

     1On Sunday morning while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 2She ran to Simon Peter and to Jesus' favourite disciple and said, "They have taken the Lord from the tomb! We don't know where they have put him." 

    3Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4They ran side by side, until the other disciple ran faster than Peter and got there first. 5He bent over and saw the strips of linen cloth lying inside the tomb, but he did not go in. 

    6When Simon Peter got there, he went into the tomb and saw the strips of cloth. 7He also saw the piece of cloth that had been used to cover Jesus' face. It was rolled up and in a place by itself. 8The disciple who got there first then went into the tomb, and when he saw it, he believed. 9At that time Peter and the other disciple did not know that the Scriptures said Jesus would rise to life. 10So the two of them went back to the other disciples. 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

     11Mary Magdalene stood crying outside the tomb. She was still weeping, when she stooped down 12and saw two angels inside. They were dressed in white and were sitting where Jesus' body had been. One was at the head and the other was at the foot. 13The angels asked Mary, "Why are you crying?" 

   She answered, "They have taken away my Lord's body! I don't know where they have put him." 

    14As soon as Mary said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there. But she did not know who he was. 15Jesus asked her, "Why are you crying? Who are you looking for?" 

   She thought he was the gardener and said, "Sir, if you have taken his body away, please tell me, so I can go and get him." 

    16Then Jesus said to her, "Mary!" 

   She turned and said to him, "Rabboni." The Aramaic word "Rabboni" means "Teacher." 

    17Jesus told her, "Don't hold on to me! I have not yet gone to the Father. But tell my disciples that I am going to the one who is my Father and my God, as well as your Father and your God." 18Mary Magdalene then went and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord. She also told them what he had said to her. 


	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  
Read small sections of the above reading or focus on one part of the Easter story.  You may like to choose from many of the ‘child-friendly’ books available. Many schools take the opportunity to lead worship in their local parish church at this Easter season and use drama, dance and song to express ideas about the importance of Easter for Christians. 

At the time of writing (November!) there weren’t any new resources available for Easter but by the time you come to this point in the school year there will be many excellent ideas available to express this crucial Christian story.  Please adapt and use what is most appropriate for your pupils. 
Engaging three ways this week with the theme See Themes, links and resources sheet
1. St. Peter

2. The trial of Jesus

3. Easter

	Gathering 
The mood of the story changes dramatically during the week.  Try to show this in the atmosphere you create.  For the trial and Good Friday, darken the area you use and show images that help children reflect on the issues and their own inner thoughts.  For Easter, fill the focal table or school hall with light and celebratory symbols to welcome everyone into worship.  
Sit and listen to music or watch images in silence.

OR

Sing a song of praise 



	Sending 

Lay pebbles in a cairn to represent thoughts, reflections and prayers around the theme of betrayal and hurt 
Light floating candles or hang shiny backed symbols on a tree to represent thoughts, reflections and prayers around resurrection  




