	Week Beginning 24th October  2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
 Matthew 22:34-40 Contemporary English Version (CEV)
The Most Important Commandment

 34After Jesus had made the Sadducees look foolish, the Pharisees heard about it and got together. 35One of them was an expert in the Jewish Law. So he tried to test Jesus by asking, 36"Teacher, what is the most important commandment in the Law?" 

    37Jesus answered: 

   Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind. 38This is the first and most important commandment. 39The second most important commandment is like this one. And it is, "Love others as much as you love yourself." 40All the Law of Moses and the Books of the Prophets are based on these two commandments. 



	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  

People were asking Jesus questions to try and trick him.  They were trying to test his knowledge about the Jewish Law.  Jesus’ answer to them shows that they were thinking about God and how they were to serve him in ways which were far too small.  God is not bothered about keeping rules and regulations he’s more concerned about what’s in our hearts.  The most important thing is not a rule but a feeling, a love of God and of everyone. 
Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Leader – Invite everyone to sing a song about love or watch a PowerPoint of pictures demonstrating the power of love (accompanied by appropriate music) 


	Sending 

Leader – Go in peace and love to serve the Lord 
Response – Amen 


