	Week Beginning 29th August 2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
Romans 12: 9-18 

 9Be sincere in your love for others. Hate everything that is evil and hold tight to everything that is good. 10Love each other as brothers and sisters and honour others more than you do yourself. 11Never give up. Eagerly follow the Holy Spirit and serve the Lord. 12Let your hope make you glad. Be patient in time of trouble and never stop praying. 13Take care of God's needy people and welcome strangers into your home. 

    14Ask God to bless everyone who mistreats you. Ask him to bless them and not to curse them. 15When others are happy, be happy with them, and when they are sad, be sad. 16Be friendly with everyone. Don't be proud and feel that you are smarter than others. Make friends with ordinary people. 17Don't mistreat someone who has mistreated you. But try to earn the respect of others, 18and do your best to live at peace with everyone. 

   

	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  

Starting a new school year can be daunting for some and exciting for others.  Help the children to think this week about how your community can support everyone with both love and honour.  The disciples had learned from Jesus how to live in peace with others even when this is difficult.  Living and working in school we will all need to practice patience, live in hope, show love and see that justice prevails.  Sometimes it is hard to see this in the world outside our schools but most often we glimpse this way of looking when we are relaxed and at one with nature.  Use the images in the resources to tap into that ‘holiday’ mode once more.  Can we too look with eyes of wonder and truth? What have we learned about the world, ourselves and God over the Summer? 

Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Sing a joyful action song and say:

Leader – This is the day that the Lord has made.

Response – We will rejoice and be glad in it!



	Sending 

Leader – May the light of Christ shine in all our hearts.
Response – Amen 



