	Love  Week Beginning 19th March 2012

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
   John 3:14-21    Contemporary English Version (CEV)
14And the Son of Man must be lifted up, just as that metal snake was lifted up by Moses in the desert. 15Then everyone who has faith in the Son of Man will have eternal life. 16God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. 17God did not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save them! 18No one who has faith in God's Son will be condemned. But everyone who doesn't have faith in him has already been condemned for not having faith in God's only Son. 

    19The light has come into the world, and people who do evil things are judged guilty because they love the dark more than the light. 20People who do evil hate the light and won't come to the light, because it clearly shows what they have done. 21But everyone who lives by the truth will come to the light, because they want others to know that God is really the one doing what they do. 

Footnotes: 

a. John 3:14 just as that metal snake was lifted up by Moses in the desert: When the Lord punished the people of Israel by sending snakes to bite them, he told Moses to hold a metal snake up on a pole. Everyone who looked at the snake was cured of the snake bites (see Numbers 21.4-9). 


	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  
Help the children to think about the love they receive from many people and how that is a ‘light’ in their life.  Take time to look at how they respect and value each other and that in the eyes of God they are loved always.  Consider ways in which we fall short of what God and others expect of us and do wrong things but once we face the truth of our actions we can come into the light as forgiven people and don’t have to hide in the dark like evildoers.  Christians believe we are made as God wanted us and he loves us as we are. 
Engaging three ways this week with the theme See Themes, links and resources sheet
1. Value

2. Love

3. Mums



	Gathering 
Light a candle and say a candle prayer 



	Sending 
Sing a song of thanksgiving 




