	Week Beginning 19th December  2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
Luke 1: 26-38
An Angel Tells about the Birth of Jesus

 26One month later God sent the angel Gabriel to the town of Nazareth in Galilee 27with a message for a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to Joseph from the family of King David. 28The angel greeted Mary and said, "You are truly blessed! The Lord is with you." 

    29Mary was confused by the angel's words and wondered what they meant. 30Then the angel told Mary, "Don't be afraid! God is pleased with you, 31and you will have a son. His name will be Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of God Most High. The Lord God will make him king, as his ancestor David was. 33He will rule the people of Israel forever, and his kingdom will never end." 

    34Mary asked the angel, "How can this happen? I am not married!" 

    35The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come down to you, and God's power will come over you. So your child will be called the holy Son of God. 36Your relative Elizabeth is also going to have a son, even though she is old. No one thought she could ever have a baby, but in three months she will have a son. 37Nothing is impossible for God!" 

    38Mary said, "I am the Lord's servant! Let it happen as you have said." And the angel left her. 

    

	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  

Mary had an amazing response to the angel’s message! The angel gives Mary the message about Elizabeth to show that she is not alone and that anything is possible with God.  Both Mary and Elizabeth have an amazing life journey to make, and this is just the beginning.  We too do not know the outcome of our own lives or the journey we will travel but Christians believe that God will show them that they are not alone, there are others who will travel with them and that if nothing is impossible with God then they can trust in His power and not their own strength. Help the children to see the amazing life journey that many people in the Christmas story have to make. 
Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Leader  This is the day that the Lord has made!
Response Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 


	Sending 

Sing a Christmas song of praise accompanied by PowerPoint of the amazing journeys of Christmas. 




