	Making a Stand      Week Beginning 12th March 2012

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
John 2:13-22   Contemporary English Version (CEV)
Jesus in the Temple

 13Not long before the Jewish festival of Passover, Jesus went to Jerusalem. 14There he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves in the temple. He also saw moneychangers sitting at their tables. 15So he took some rope and made a whip. Then he chased everyone out of the temple, together with their sheep and cattle. He turned over the tables of the moneychangers and scattered their coins. 

    16Jesus said to the people who had been selling doves, "Get those doves out of here! Don't make my Father's house a marketplace." 

    17The disciples then remembered that the Scriptures say, "My love for your house burns in me like a fire." 

    18The Jewish leaders asked Jesus, "What miracle will you work to show us why you have done this?" 19"Destroy this temple," Jesus answered, "and in three days I will build it again!" 

    20The leaders replied, "It took forty-six years to build this temple. What makes you think you can rebuild it in three days?" 

    21But Jesus was talking about his body as a temple. 22And when he was raised from death, his disciples remembered what he had told them. Then they believed the Scriptures and the words of Jesus. 

Footnotes: 

a. John 2:18 miracle: The Greek text has " sign." In the Gospel of John the word " sign" is used for the miracle itself and as a way of pointing to Jesus as the Son of God. 


	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  
Lent is a season when Christian focus on their spiritual lives, usually through a focus on prayer.  But it can also be more radical.  When Jesus entered the Temple and saw the people making money there, he drove out those who were selling animals for prayer offerings.  He offered them a chance to reconsider the way in which they made offerings to God.  Encourage the children to think of the ways in which they help others to see things from a different point of view. In what ways can they be a force for good in the changes they can bring about? 
Engaging three ways this week with the theme See Themes, links and resources sheet
1. Respect

2. Speaking out

3. Making a Stand 

	Gathering 
Show some pictures on a PowerPoint presentation which reflect on ways in which your school community has been a force for good within your locality or further afield.  These might be from charities you have supported or changes you have made to the local environment.  


	Sending 
Sing ‘Make me a channel of your peace’ from Come and Praise 




