	Week Beginning 12th December  2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
John 1: 6-8, 19-28 Contemporary English Version (CEV)
6God sent a man named John, 

    7who came to tell 

   about the light 

   and to lead all people 

   to have faith. 

    8John wasn't that light. 

   He came only to tell 

   about the light. 

John the Baptist Tells about Jesus

     19-20The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and temple helpers to ask John who he was. He told them plainly, "I am not the Messiah." 21Then when they asked him if he were Elijah, he said, "No, I am not!" And when they asked if he were the Prophet,  he also said "No!" 22Finally, they said, "Who are you then? We have to give an answer to the ones who sent us. Tell us who you are!" 

    23John answered in the words of the prophet Isaiah, "I am only someone shouting in the desert, `Get the road ready for the Lord!' " 

    24Some Pharisees had also been sent to John. 25They asked him, "Why are you baptising people, if you are not the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet?" 

    26John told them, "I use water to baptise people. But here with you is someone you don't know. 27Even though I came first, I am not good enough to untie his sandals." 28John said this as he was baptising east of the Jordan River in Bethany. 



	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme  

John the Baptist was the forerunner of Jesus, he told everyone about the coming Messiah and helped them prepare for that day when they would meet him. Help everyone to understand that the message of Christmas carries on in the re-telling of the stories and like John we too can pass on the message by retelling the stories of Jesus. Draw out from the children the real message of Christmas – the story of Jesus and God’s mission to change the world – not the world’s story of commercialism and feeding our selfish needs. John drew attention away from himself so that people could focus on Jesus.  We don’t need to draw attention to ourselves all the time but can instead choose to make God the focus of our lives in such a way that other people see God in all that we do and say and in all that we are.  Our giving of gifts and of ourselves at Christmas can reveal our focus on God. 
Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Sing a song of Joy and praise 


	Sending 

Have a time of silence to think about the ways in which we draw attention away from ourselves and focus instead on God.  This may be through our actions or words this week or the way in which we will give to others this Christmas.  




