	Week Beginning 4th July 2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 
Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23
 1That same day Jesus left the house and went out beside Lake Galilee, where he sat down to teach. 2Such large crowds gathered around him that he had to sit in a boat, while the people stood on the shore. 3Then he taught them many things by using stories. He said: A farmer went out to scatter seed in a field. 4While the farmer was scattering the seed, some of it fell along the road and was eaten by birds. 5Other seeds fell on thin, rocky ground and quickly started growing because the soil wasn't very deep. 6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched and dried up, because they did not have enough roots. 7Some other seeds fell where thornbushes grew up and choked the plants. 8But a few seeds did fall on good ground where the plants produced a hundred or sixty or thirty times as much as was scattered. 9If you have ears, pay attention! 

 18Now listen to the meaning of the story about the farmer: 

    19The seeds that fell along the road are the people who hear the message about the kingdom, but don't understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches the message from their hearts. 20The seeds that fell on rocky ground are the people who gladly hear the message and accept it right away. 21But they don't have deep roots, and they don't last very long. As soon as life gets hard or the message gets them in trouble, they give up. 

    22The seeds that fell among the thornbushes are also people who hear the message. But they start worrying about the needs of this life and are fooled by the desire to get rich. So the message gets choked out, and they never produce anything. 23The seeds that fell on good ground are the people who hear and understand the message. They produce as much as a hundred or sixty or thirty times what was planted. 


	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme ‘Growing’  

God gives to us generously like the sower scattering seed.  In the first century fields were ploughed after the seeds had been sown.  No one could anticipate which seed would find good soil and flourish, perhaps in the least likely corner of the field.  We need to remember that we and others are growing into the people God meant us to be.  We are never really very sure of everyone’s potential.  The best growth could be from the most unlikely corner of our school/community/world. 
Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

· Measuring Developing character requires effort and devotion. Everyone has a personal responsibility to look after him/herself.

· Leave it better than you found it to be grateful for the world and for the skill and inspiration of those who have developed it. To look at ways to make it even better
· Great enormous love to understand that love cannot be measured and that God loves us beyond anything that we can imagine 
See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Sing a joyful action song and say:

Leader – This is the day that the Lord has made.

Response – We will rejoice and be glad in it!



	Sending 

Leader – May the light of Christ shine in all our hearts.
Response – Amen 



