	Week Beginning 27th June 2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 

John 20:24-29 (Contemporary English Version)

Jesus and Thomas

 24Although Thomas the Twin was one of the twelve disciples, he wasn't with the others when Jesus appeared to them. 25So they told him, "We have seen the Lord!" 

   But Thomas said, "First, I must see the nail scars in his hands and touch them with my finger. I must put my hand where the spear went into his side. I won't believe unless I do this!" 

    26A week later the disciples were together again. This time, Thomas was with them. Jesus came in while the doors were still locked and stood in the middle of the group. He greeted his disciples 27and said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and look at my hands! Put your hand into my side. Stop doubting and have faith!" 

    28Thomas replied, "You are my Lord and my God!" 

    29Jesus said, "Thomas, do you have faith because you have seen me? The people who have faith in me without seeing me are the ones who are really blessed!" 



	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme ‘Touch’ 

In touching Christ’s wounds Thomas believes.  How can our touch become enlightening?  Does our touch show our care and loyalty or our power over people?  
Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

· Back to our senses reflect on how we can use our hands to touch the world with care and respect

· Gelert use this or another story which talks about being slow to doubt, loyalty to friends and bravery in the face of danger
· Prejudice and respect for others to touch others with love and care is to show equality rather than prejudice 
See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Sign a song or prayer using British Sign language http://www.britishsignlanguage.com/   or Makaton http://www.makaton.org/

	Sending 

Leader – May God bless us and the work of our hands.
Response – Amen 



