	Week Beginning 6th June 2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 

John 20:19-23 (Contemporary English Version)

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

 19The disciples were afraid of the Jewish leaders, and on the evening of that same Sunday they locked themselves in a room. Suddenly, Jesus appeared in the middle of the group. He greeted them 20and showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they became very happy. 

    21After Jesus had greeted them again, he said, "I am sending you, just as the Father has sent me." 22Then he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone's sins, they will be forgiven. But if you don't forgive their sins, they will not be forgiven." 

	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme ‘Pentecost’

The Holy Spirit is God in person present with us, and in us, and for others.  The Spirit is as intimate as Jesus breath and as life-giving as pure clean water.    
Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

· You might want to include the festival of the Ascension before Pentecost as this happened during half term 

· Story and poem – in preparation for Pentecost 

· Pentecost – the story through art

· Pentecost Cross – ideas around the peace given through the Holy Spirit   

See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Listen to quiet music, light a candle and say:

Leader – The Lord is here
Response –His Spirit is with us


	Sending 

Use a prayer of blessing.  Write your own or choose one from a book


