	Week Beginning 9th May 2011

	Bible Reading linked to the Church Lectionary 

John 10:1-10 (Contemporary English Version)

 1Jesus said: 

   I tell you for certain that only thieves and robbers climb over the fence instead of going in through the gate to the sheep pen. 2-3But the gatekeeper opens the gate for the shepherd, and he goes in through it. The sheep know their shepherd's voice. He calls each of them by name and leads them out. 

    4When he has led out all of his sheep, he walks in front of them, and they follow, because they know his voice. 5The sheep will not follow strangers. They don't recognize a stranger's voice, and they run away. 

    6Jesus told the people this story. But they did not understand what he was talking about. 

Jesus Is the Good Shepherd

 7Jesus said: 

   I tell you for certain that I am the gate for the sheep. 8Everyone who came before me was a thief or a robber, and the sheep did not listen to any of them. 9I am the gate. All who come in through me will be saved. Through me they will come and go and find pasture. 

    10A thief comes only to rob, kill, and destroy. I came so that everyone would have life, and have it in its fullest. 



	Some thoughts linking the Bible reading to the theme ‘Leading’  
Watch any sheep farmer and you will see someone who is committed to the welfare of their sheep.  Jesus the Good Shepherd gives everything he has to lead us to the best pastures, safely, where we will live life to the full.  This is leading and sacrificial giving is what Easter is all about.  In what ways do we give or experience such committed leadership?  

Engaging three ways this week with the theme 

· Are you a train, a plane or a boat? In what ways can leadership be a reflection of Jesus leadership?  Do we recognise these qualities in ourselves? 
· Libya and the kingdom of God Jesus’ leadership was ruled by Kingdom values not on worldly values.  How can we reflect that in our schools/community/world? 
· People from the Bible: Joshua what qualities would we choose in an inspiring leader? 
See Themes, links and resources sheet

	Gathering 
Leader – Jesus is the Good Shepherd
Response – Show us the way you lead. 


	Sending 

Say together: We go into the world (our school) to walk in God’s light, to rejoice in God’s love and to reflect God’s glory. Amen. 



