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Keynote 1. Science & Faith in Action

Introduction

- I’m going to talk about people who demonstrate the complementarity between science & faith every day in the lab.

- Slide of scientists in the Test of FAITH documentary

· During the Test of Faith project we spoke to nearly twenty working scientists, collecting their insights on how their faith affects what they do in the laboratory, and vice versa. We also asked how they came to faith, and what part science played in that journey. 

- Watch Test of FAITH trailer http://www.testoffaith.com/resources/resource.aspx?id=438
Life in the labortaory

1. Importance of sense of vocation – historically this is how science worked. Scientists wrestling with idea that science is an important a vocation as church ministry, medicine, etc.

2. Scientists (Christian and non) are often driven by wonder & awe at new discoveries. Leads Christians to worship.

3. Curiosity – another big driver for scientists

4. Practical outcomes (perhaps very long way off, so need strong sense of calling & real focus). Also the investigation of what God has created, and work in itself, has its own intrinsic value.

5. Firm grip of mechanism/meaning distinction – not taking data driven focus out of the lab. This is often the way people came to faith – rational exploration of evidence (not just scientific evidence), as well as awe & wonder.

· Venn diagram view of science & faith

· Watch ‘Limits’ clip http://www.testoffaith.com/resources/resource.aspx?id=429 
· Test of FAITH resources –  this is a course to go through the basics of the science & faith dialogue at your own pace, with a small group. Basic course is 3 weeks long, with DVD episode per week, and Leader’s Guide & Study guide, with book as extra. Youth & schools versions, and stuff on website. 

Keynote 2. Science and Wonders

Introduction

The story of the origin of the universe and its fine-tuning is a great example of how science can get us thinking about the Creator. And I have already said that this is an important driver for scientists.

Simon Conway Morris awe clip - http://www.testoffaith.com/resources/resource.aspx?id=360
Awe & wonder 

1. Praising God for his creation and sustaining of the universe has always been part of the Christian tradition. Do we try enough to include our latest discoveries in that?

2. Christian theologians have gone further than that, and used Romans 1: 20 to justify a ‘natural theology’ – inferring at least some of God’s character from his creation (‘For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.’) 

Natural theology has at times been mired in controversy – it was taken too far, inferring too much from too little And was used by Paley (end of 18 century) in a ‘god of the gaps’ way – to defend a designer. Used as definite proof for God, dangerous. And at one point theologian Karl Bart and others thought that it detracted from Christ and his witness to God’s character and said that natural theology should not be done.

3. Recently some have attempted to reorient natural theology in a more helpful way. Alister McGrath looks at nature through the lens of Christianity – what we see makes perfect sense. CS Lewis: ‘I believe in Christianity as I believe that the Sun has risen-not only because I see it, but because by it, I see everything else.’

4. Also the beauty in nature resonates very deeply with us – suggestions (Lewis in essay ‘The Weight of Glory’) that it is pointing us to another world

Jennifer Wiseman clip – a cautious natural theololgy http://www.testoffaith.com/resources/resource.aspx?id=487
‘Celebrating God’s Creation’ all-age service resource available

Workshop. Contemporary Issues in Science & Christianity

Watch ‘Making Sense’ video clip: http://www.testoffaith.com/resources/resource.aspx?id=427
Intro to neuroscience issues (see slides), Q&A

Relevant clips: 

God spot - http://www.testoffaith.com/resources/resource.aspx?id=434
Not just machines - http://www.testoffaith.com/resources/resource.aspx?id=435
Choice - http://www.testoffaith.com/resources/resource.aspx?id=437
Bioethics - main issues (see slides)

Watch clip on cloning - http://www.testoffaith.com/resources/resource.aspx?id=436
Ethical toolkit exercise followed by cloning case study from Test of FAITH ‘Science & Christianity Unpacked’ course, Session 3.
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