Address to Diocesan Synod on 24 May 2008
This week the House of Bishops has been meeting (for the 4th year in succession) in our own diocese in Market Bosworth.  It has been a demanding and challenging meeting, partly spent facing the difficult task of trying to discuss the right way forward for the whole church in relation to the ordination of women as bishops.  I will say a bit more about that in a moment.

But the praying and worshiping focussed particularly around the question what does it mean for use to claim to be made in the image of God, who is Holy Trinity?  How do we share the divine life, if it is essentially life in relationship?  How do we, as Bishops, enable the Church to experience the eternal exchange of love between Father, Son and Holy Spirit when, so often, the church falls pray to pressures to fragment separate and divide..

These questions arise for all ministers of the Gospel , especially focussed on the Feast of the Trinity which celebrated last Sunday.  And they emerge too from the recently published agreed statement of the Anglican/Orthodox conversations entitled ‘The Church of the Triune God’ which we spent some time studying this week under the expert guidance of Rowan Williams.
The Archbishop has written much on this subject, not least in his meditation on Rublev’s icon of the Trinity; “ knowing the Trinity “ he writes, “ is being involved in this circling movement:  drawn by the Son towards the Father, drawn into the Fathers breathing out of the Spirit so that the son’s life may again be made real in the world, it is where contemplation and action became inseparable.”

The church’s work, therefore, in seeking to be a community which holds together in relationship those who are different, as the way of sharing he life of God, is work that we cannot avoid.  It lies at the heart of much of what we are about in this Synod, and in this diocese.  Let me give a few examples. 

In a few moments we shall hear from Becky, Matt, Sarah and Gracie from the Bishop’s Youth Council.  I have learnt much from them, and from others on the Council already.  We are only just beginning to see the implications for us as a diocese of the YP4L initiative, how it might impact on our way of being church, how we conduct our meetings, how we learn to see the world and indeed to see God in the world through the eyes of young people.
I don’t yet know what the Youth Council will say to us today, but I am sure that the Holy Spirit will be opening our eyes and ears through them to the new possibilities here in the months and years ahead.  These are new green shoots of God’s love in the church, which I hope we shall learn from, celebrate and engage with.

Later this morning we shall hear more of progress on the Cathedral Square project, this I have described as a ‘once in a lifetime opportunity ’.  It provides us with a chance to create a centre for the diocese in terms of meeting, space, hospitality, outreach and engagement at the heart of the city and the county and in partnership with the cathedral will all its developing plans for reordering.  Richard Atkinson will take us through this later but I commend it to your prayers  as a major witness by the church to our life in God the Holy Trinity.

Two events this summer and autumn are also about the churches life as life in relationship with each other across boundaries of tradition, age, race or colour.  First will be the visit of seven bishops from around the world – North America, Africa, India, Bangladesh and Japan with their spouses for five days of hospitality before going on to the Lambeth Conference in Canterbury.  Much is planned in the way hospitality have during these days, and the focus of their time will be at a major event at the Cathedral on Sunday 13th July at 4:00pm entitled ‘God’s Fragile World’ where Bishops will be giving an account of the way that climate change is impacting on their diocese and their sense of Christian responsibility.

Later in the year on 20th September the diocesan assembly will be an opportunity for clergy, churchwardens, lay ministers and others to come together to discover and understand and share what our different Christian communities around the diocese are doing to reach out to the world in Christ’s name.  

There is so much for us to celebrate, and there are without doubt signs of new life all around us - not least at St John’s Hinckley, where the people have built a brand new church which I am looking forward to dedicating on Saturday.
But for the church of the Triune God, new life must always be life in relationship.  That brings me finally to the issue of the ordination of women as bishops which will be much debated at the general synod in July.  The great majority of people in this diocese would welcome this as a natural and overdue development which flows automatically from the decision to ordain women to the priesthood 16 years ago.  But we know that a significant minority have continued to believe, in conscience, that this would represent an irreversible fracture in the historic apostolic succession which has formed the claim of the CofE to be part of the world wide Catholic Church.  Whether, in making this change, those who cannot in conscience accept it, can be found on honoured and protected space within the CofE will be a crucial question for the forthcoming debates in General Synod and, in due course, in our own diocesan synod in the coming years.
God the Holy Trinity, the divine life eternally giving and receiving love, is not an abstract theological idea, but the fundamental reality upon which the life of the church is founded.  In all our thinking and planning it must be the representation of that life which the church seems to live out and to present to the world.
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