LEICESTER DIOCESAN SYNOD
Act of Synod held on Saturday, 21st November 2009
at the Samworth Enterprise Academy
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Synod began with the Eucharist.

The Bishop of Leicester took the Chair. 

14/09
Welcome and Notices
The chairman welcomed the Reverend Jennie Appleby; the Reverend Frances Knight and Mr Jason Tailby who had all been elected to serve on Synod representing the City of Leicester deanery. Mrs Caroline Johnson had also been co-opted as a member of Synod and Major Jonathan Roberts was now the representative from the Salvation Army
15/09
Promulgation of Amending Canon No 28
The Diocesan Registrar proclaimed that Amending Canon No 28 had been promulged at General Synod.
16/09
Report from Bishop’s Council and Questions
Members of Synod were invited to receive the report of the Bishop’s Council. Bishop Tim and colleagues then answered questions about Diocesan policy,

leadership and national issues. 

Mr Gwynne Jones (Sparkenhoe West) asked if there were any developments to report in respect of ecumenical relations with the Methodist Church. The Bishop advised that the Anglican Methodist Covenant was the subject of much discussion but that work here was on pause at present particularly as issues over leadership were still being considered.

Mr Brian Allard (Akeley East) asked if the Bishop could talk about his recent work in the House of Lords. Bishop Tim replied that he had been to visit the Anglican Church in Japan for their 150th anniversary celebrations; he had been asked to act as the convenor of the Bishops in the House as Chair of the Lords Spiritual; over the next five years he would be ensuring that the voice of the Bishops and of the Church was heard in debating the reform of the House.
The Reverend Pete Hobson (General Synod) asked when the legislation to ordain women to the episcopate might be expected. It was noted that the matter had been referred to a revision committee to report back to Synod and so it was premature to have a formal diocesan conversation at this point. However, the ecclesiology here was complex and so a breadth of churches was getting together to discuss the matter locally in order that an informed debate could be held at the appropriate time.

The Reverend Stephen Burnham (City of Leicester) wondered if it would be possible for the Revision Committee to make a proposal so that hopes were not raised and dashed. He hoped that it would be possible to hold brothers and sisters together acknowledging their differences. Bishop Tim felt that synodical processes were being tested to destruction over this matter. There was a huge weight on one committee and this intense pressure had been increased by the Pope’s unexpected initiative. The House of Bishops Standing Committee had asked the Archbishop of Canterbury if archiepiscopal leadership was required here as well as the synodical process.
The Reverend John Plant (Sparkenhoe West and General Synod) asked, in the light of the General Synod’s strong statement on extremist views held by certain political parties, what support might be given to help parishes understand the issues in the run up to a General Election. Bishop Tim noted that there had been a recent incident of a churchwarden resigning because of his connections with the British National Party. The Bishop was not in a position to require any churchwarden to resign as they were elected to their position. However, he had accepted the resignation. It was difficult to reconcile the Gospel with membership of a party that did not sit well with gospel teaching. He would be sharing these concerns with the House of Bishops when they met in December.

Mr John Dean (Goscote) noted that the average age of Readers was increasing. Nine Readers had been licensed this year but only three were anticipated in the coming year. He asked what was being done to keep the cohort strong. The Bishop noted that numbers would naturally fluctuate but there was a marked increase in the numbers attending selection conferences. The Reverend Mike Harrison (Bishop’s nominee and Director of Ministry and Mission) said that there was a lot of work being done through the Christian Development courses. 
The Reverend Rob Gladstone (Goscote) noted that Leicester City Council was the lowest funded for schools. He had now heard that services for church schools were going to be paid for by the schools directly. He asked if this was true and what the rationale was for this action. Bishop Tim replied that the costs of the Director of Education and the Assistant Director fell on Parish Share in part. The pressure to keep Share increases to a minimum meant that every aspect of the budget had been examined closely. Leicester was one of only five dioceses that did not place a service charge on its schools and it was felt that this was a funding stream that needed to be explored. 

Professor David Wilson took the Chair

17/09
Shaped by God : Reaffirming our Diocesan Mission
The Archdeacon of Leicester introduced the papers Shaped by God: Bearing Fruit? and Towards a Strategy for Growth LEIC[DS]09/30. The Reverend Barry Hill gave a presentation and encouraged Synod to undertake some group work to discuss the work being done and that should be done as mission partnerships developed.
The Archdeacon of Leicester moved the motion that:

This Synod:

i) 
welcoming the progress made since it unanimously accepted Shaped by God: Partnerships for Mission in Leicester and Leicestershire in 2005 endorses the strategy and re-commits to the Diocese of Leicester being shaped by God for mission and growth according to the principles contained in Shaped by God: Toward a Strategy for Growth;
ii) 
calls on every part of the Diocese of Leicester (individuals, congregations, staff, councils and synods) to play its part in realising together the vision of an increased number of disciples and an ever deepening discipleship; and

iii) 
asks for Bishop’s Council to report back, within the lifetime of this Synod, as to the progress made in church growth in the Diocese of Leicester.
In debate the following members spoke:

Mr Gwynne Jones (Sparkenhoe West)
Revd Sue Paterson (Framland)
Revd John McGinley (City of Leicester)
Revd John Whittaker (Akeley East)
Revd Richard Hopkins (Goscote
Revd Pete Hobson (General Synod)
The Bishop of Leicester

The Archdeacon of Leicester responded to the debate and the motion was put to the vote and carried with one abstention.

18/09
Promoting Church Music
Mr Eddie Bestwick introduced a motion from Guthlaxton Deanery Synod. The Precentor led Synod in a music workshop and the Revd Pete Hobson spoke about the work of Music for Life.

Mr Bestwick moved the motion that:

This Synod:

i) 
appreciates the ministry of musicians in the Church and encourages and supports the training and development of organists, choirs and instrumentalists;

ii) 
looks forward to the opportunities presented by the Music for Life Centre as part of the Cathedral Square Project; and

iii) 
requests Mission Partnerships, parishes, schools and youth leaders to give positive encouragement and funding to this work.

The Reverend Rachel Ross (Akeley East) moved an amendment that a new item (ii) be inserted as follows:
ii)
requests diocesan training and development for clergy and musicians in musical collaboration

and that items ii) and iii) be renumbered as a consequence.

Mr Bestwick accepted the amendment and debate followed on the amended motion during which the following spoke:

Mr Robin Rolls (Director of Youth Ministry)
Revd Canon Stephen Foster (Precentor)
Revd Tom Meyrick (Sparkenhoe West)
Mr Bestwick responded to the debate and the amended motion that:

This Synod:

i) 
appreciates the ministry of musicians in the Church and encourages and supports the training and development of organists, choirs and instrumentalists;

ii)
requests diocesan training and development for clergy and musicians in musical collaboration;

iii) 
looks forward to the opportunities presented by the Music for Life Centre as part of the Cathedral Square Project; and

iv) 
requests Mission Partnerships, parishes, schools and youth leaders to give positive encouragement and funding to this work.

was put to the vote and carried with 3 against and 1 abstention.

19/09
Interfaith Relations

The Reverend Canon Andrew Wingate (Diocesan Director of Interfaith Relations) presented an overview of the Interfaith Strategy for the Diocese, incorporating the Presence and Engagement Agenda LEIC[DS]09/32.

Mr Riaz Ravat was welcomed to Synod and also spoke about the work of the St Philip’s Centre.

Canon Wingate moved the motion that:

This Synod 
i) 
confident in its witness to Christ celebrates the Diocese’s contribution to dialogue and engagement as a model for church and nation;

ii) 
endorses the draft Interfaith Strategy as the basis for future action; and

iii) 
rejoices in the development and achievements of the St Philip’s Centre and its commitment to resourcing the Bishop and Diocese.

Debate followed during which the following spoke:

Mr Gordon Arthur (Gartree II)
Revd David Cundill (City of Leicester)
Dr David Boyce (Gartree II)
Miss Elizabeth Wayne (City of Leicester)
The Bishop of Leicester

The Bishop paid tribute to Canon Wingate and formally recorded Synod’s thanks to Andrew for all that he had done in developing Interfaith work and relations.

Canon Wingate responded to the debate and the motion was put to the vote and carried with 8 abstentions. 

20/09
DIOCESAN BOARD OF FINANCE
Synod approved the nomination of Mr Stephen Barney to serve as the Chair of the Board for the next triennium.

Budget 2009

The Chair of the Diocesan Board of Finance, Mr Stephen Barney spoke to LEIC[DS]09/33 (copy attached to the record) and  moved the following motion:

“This Synod

authorises the expenditure in the year ending 31st December 2010 a sum not exceeding £8,011,947 as set out in LEIC[DS]09/33.”
In debate the following spoke:

Mr Peter Dixon Smith (Gartree I)
Mr Martin Fletcher (Northwest Leicestershire)
Revd John Whittaker (Akeley East)
The Chair and the Diocesan Secretary responded to the points raised.

The motion was then put and carried nem con.

The Bishop of Leicester closed the meeting in prayer. 

Dates of meetings in 2010

Saturday 22 May

Wednesday 8 September

Saturday 20 November


  

