LEICESTER DIOCESAN SYNOD
Act of Synod held on Saturday, 16th May 2009
at the Church of Christ the King, Beaumont Leys

Present:

House of Bishops 



 1




House of Clergy



40



House of Laity



49

Apologies:

Apologies




37
Synod began with an Act of Worship led by members of Guthlaxton Deanery.

Professor David Wilson, Chair of the House of Laity took the Chair. 

1/09
Welcome and Notices
The chairman welcomed visitors to Synod, especially the Reverend Adrian Aaron, Interfaith Adviser to the Bishop of Colombo who was on one month’s placement at St Philip’s Centre.

The Chair noted that this would be the last meeting of the Synod for the current triennium. He thanked members for their contributions over the last three years and in particular thanked those who would not be seeking re-election for all that they had done during their term of office.

2/09
Bishop’s Address

The Bishop of Leicester addressed Synod. The text of the address is on the Diocesan website.

He paid tribute to Paul Hackwood’s work during his time as Archdeacon of Loughborough and wished him well for the work he would continue to be doing for the Church Urban Fund.

Bishop Tim also remembered Bishop Ian Cundy, the Bishop of Peterborough who had recently died. 

3/09
Report from Bishop’s Council and Bishop’s Question Time
Members of Synod were invited to receive the report of the Bishop’s Council. Bishop Tim and colleagues then answered questions about Diocesan policy,

leadership and national issues. 

The Reverend Canon David Jennings asked the Bishop as a member of the Archbishops’ Council why the Council was opposing the Equalities Bill. 

Bishop Tim noted that while he had not been able to attend the last meeting of the Council he was aware that the Bill was complex and with implications for everyone who would have to abide by a government determined doctrine. There were questions as to what was meant by “equality”. Any response to the Bill would have to be dealt with in a whole range of ways and for theological reasons there would need to be some exemptions. Perhaps there were wider questions for future debate – perhaps along the lines of what is the Christian understanding of equality under God? And is that translatable into law?

The Reverend Canon Brian Davis was concerned at the possibility that Launde Abbey might close. He felt that if the Board of Finance could underwrite the work at the Cathedral Square then the same should apply here.

Bishop Tim reassured Synod that there would be continued widespread debate about the right way forward for both Launde and the Cathedral Square, and indeed they were both on today’s agenda. The issues here were not purely answerable by putting money in, but the diocese was committed to both projects in principle and financially.

The Reverend Pete Hobson asked what our position was in respect of the lack of a County Ecumenical Officer.

The Archdeacon of Loughborough replied that an appointment would be made in the next few months. The Reverend Alan Burgess drew the attention of Synod to a major ecumenical activity that would be taking place across the National Forest. A Forest wide mission would be launched by the Bishop on 12 September.

The Reverend John Plant asked if there were any developments in the deployment of Higher Education chaplains.

The Archdeacon of Loughborough replied that discussions were ongoing in this matter.

The Bishop of Leicester asked all present to reflect on ways in which Synod could be made more engaging. In particular he encouraged members to raise questions and challenges; and he hoped that ways might be found to bring in wider participation from across the diocese. 
4/09
Resourcing for Mission
The Reverend Canon David Newman introduced the report “God’s Gift – Our Response” and the paper LEIC[DS]09/03 setting out proposals for amendments to the Parish Share System.

Canon Newman moved the motion that

This Synod:

i) Welcomes the launch of “God’s Gift – Our Response” and requests every parish to consider the teaching material provided and to report back their plans for progressing this initiative by 31 October 2009 to their Area Dean.

ii) Supports the parish share proposals contained in paper LEIC[DS]09/03 and commits to:

a) developing a culture of shared responsibility for resourcing the mission of the Diocese;

b) removing the requirement for budget contingency for non-payment of Share;

c) Cancelling all debts (arrears) outstanding at the end of 2008;

d) taking account of parish income in the share allocation process;

e) requesting that Deaneries should take responsibility for the allocation to benefices of a defined deanery total for Parish Share;

f) invite the Parish Share Committee to consider with the Area Deans how this should be introduced.

The following took part in the debate:

The Reverend John Whittaker (Akeley East)
The Reverend Canon David Jennings (Sparkenhoe West)
The Reverend Pete Hobson (General Synod)
The Reverend Barry Hill (Akeley East)
Mrs Sheila Newbury (Sparkenhoe West) 
The Reverend John Plant (General Synod)
Mr Gordon Arthur (Gartree II)
Mr Brian Tanner (Gartree I)
Mrs Margaret Terry (City of Leicester)
Mr Peter Dixon-Smith (Gartree I)
Mr Stephen Barney (General Synod)
The Archdeacon of Loughborough
The Bishop of Leicester

The Archdeacon of Leicester proposed that the motion should be considered in two parts.

The Reverend Brian Robertson (North West Leicestershire) made a further contribution to the debate.

Part i) of the motion:

That this Synod 

Welcomes the launch of “God’s Gift – Our Response” and requests every parish to consider the teaching material provided and to report back their plans for progressing this initiative by 31 October 2009 to their Area Dean.

was then put to the vote and passed unanimously.

The Archdeacon of Leicester proposed that Synod should move to the next business. This was passed with one abstention.

5/09 Launde Abbey and Cathedral Square
The Archdaecon of Leicester introduced this item. The Reverend Tim Blewett and the Reverend Pete Hobson made presentations on the work being done in respect of Launde Abbey and the Cathedral Square project.

The Archdeacon of Leicester moved the motion that

This Synod 

i) notes the present plans in respect of Launde Abbey and the Cathedral Square project;

ii) endorses the proposals for development and fundraising;

iii) encourages the Bishop and Diocesan Board of Finance to continue to progress the plans for both developments.

The following took part in the debate:

The Reverend Canon Brian Davis (Sparkenhoe West)
Mr Peter Dixon Smith (Gartree I)
The motion was then put to the vote and carried unanimously.

6/09
Accounts of the Diocesan Board of Education
Mr Gwynne Jones, Chairman of the Board of Education presented the accounts of the DBE for 2008 and moved that they be received.

The following took part in the debate:

The Reverend Canon David Jennings (Sparkenhoe West)
Mr Gordon Arthur (Gartree II)
The motion was then put to the vote and carried unanimously.

7/09
Annual Meeting of the Diocesan Board of Finance
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting are recorded separately 

8/09
Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee
The Archdeacon of Loughborough moved the motion:

To appoint the Bishop’s Council as the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee and to approve the constitution of this new body as required under the Dioceses, Pastoral and Mission Measure 2007.

The motion was carried unanimously.

Dates of Meetings in 2009

It was noted that Synod would meet as follows:




Wednesday 9 September, 7.30pm 




Saturday 21 November, 9.30am    

The meeting closed with the blessing at 12:55pm


  

