LEICESTER   DIOCESAN   SYNOD

Acts of Synod held on Saturday, 20 November 2010

at Samworth Enterprise Academy, Leicester 

Present :


House of Bishops


  2





House of Clergy


32





House of Laity



40

Apologies :







53

In attendance :

Officers



  2





Secretariat



  2

The Synod began with an Act of Worship led by City of Leicester Deanery.

CHAIRMAN – THE REVD MANDY FORD

??/10

WELCOME & NOTICES

The Chairman welcomed members to Synod and in particular new members of General Synod.
??/10

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
The Assistant Bishop of Leicester gave the Presidential Address (copy attached to the record), a copy of which would be available on the Diocesan website.

??/10

REPORTS FROM BISHOP’S COUNCIL AND QUESTIONS

The activities of the Council since the last Synod LEIC[DS]10/12 (copy attached to the record) was noted.

Anne Crosby (City of Leicester Deanery) stated the report from Bishop’s Council did not provide enough information to enable a meaningful .

The Bishop replied that more in depth reports from Bishop’s Council would be published on the website.
??/10

QUESTIONS TO THE BISHOP (contd.)

Gordon Arthur (Gartree II) asked if it was possible to know what resources were available under the 20/20 Vision initiative.  These are a published communication to the Pastoral Committees. 

The Archdeacon of Leicester replied that it was a question of how resources were used to enable mission in the Diocese.

Haydn Williams (North West Leicestershire) asked about how the Anglican Communion would work and what would happen to those Provinces who had not signed the Anglican Covenant.

The Bishop said he envisaged a two track Covenant being in place.

Douglas Keith (North West Leicestershire) felt that the Diocese had got its priorities seriously wrong.  Twenty months to July 2010 to debate the Ordination of Women as Bishops; re-energising parishes.  Elders work in Scotland.  Why not a similar post here ?

Philip O’Reilly (Gartree II).  Provision of Women Bishops.  Majority want general principles report by General Synod.  Clear framework for proper pastoral discussions.

David Boyce (Gartree II).  Will the Lord Mayor’s Carol Concert take place in view of the present Lord Mayor not wishing some acts of worship.

The Dean of Leicester assured Synod that the Lord Mayor’s Carol Concert would be taking place as in previous years.

??/10

LAUNDE ABBEY/ST MARTINS HOUSE
Synod received a presentation on both Launde Abbey and St Martins House from the Revds Pete Hobson, Richard Brand and Tim Blewett.

The Opening Event for Launde Abbey would be held on 30 May 2011 and for St Martins House the Opening Event would be held on 10 June 2011.

??/10

LAUNDE ABBEY/ST MARTINS HOUSE (contd.)

Following this, the Bishop affirmed both visions and moved the motion :



This Synod :

“endorses the proposals of the opening events at Launde Abbey and St Martins House and the budgetary provision for them of up to £25,000.”

Those taking part in the debate included – Haydn Williams (North West Leicestershire); David Boyce (Gartree II); Martin Fletcher (North West Leicestershire); Sheila Yates (Guthlaxton).

The motion was carried with 3 against and 10 abstentions.

CHAIRMAN – THE REVD MANDY FORD

??/10

FRESH EXPRESSIONS
Synod received and noted LEIC[DS]10/13 (copy attached to the record).

Synod received a presentation from the Revd Barry Hill and the Revd Canon Mike Harrison moved the motion :



This Synod :

“welcomes the desire to see a substantial growth in the number of effective Fresh Expressions of Church across the County and City;

endorses the paper entitle ‘Fresh Expressions; a paper on vision, strategy and policy’, especially the inaugurating of licensed Pioneer Ministers, an ecumenical strategy team (FEAST) and asks the Mission & Ministry Team and the Finance Committee to agree appropriate provision to fund the requirements for 2012 onwards; and

encourages churches, Mission Partnerships and Deaneries to prayerfully reflect on what part God might be calling them to play in realising this vision.”

??/10

FRESH EXPRESSIONS (contd.)

Those who took part in the debate included – David Whittington (Akeley East); the Revd David Cundill (City of Leicester); the Revd Jon Barrett (Gartree II); Mrs Shayne Ardron (General Synod); the Revd Rachel Ross (Akeley East); Mr P Dixon Smith (Gartree I).

The motion was carried with 2 abstentions.

??/10

BUDGET 2011

Synod received and noted LEIC[DS]10/14 (copy attached to the record).

Mr Stephen Barney, Chairman of the Board of Finance, introduced this item and moved the motion –



This Synod :

“authorises the expenditure in the year ending 31 December 2011 a sum not exceeding £7,854,485 as set out in LEIC[DS]10/14.”

Those who took part in the debate included – Brian Allard (Akeley East); the Revd John Whittaker (Akeley East); Douglas Keith (North West Leicestershire).



The motion was carried nem con.

Synod thanked Stephen Barney and the Finance Team for the clarity and transparency of the Budget presented.

??/10

LAY REPRESENTATION
Synod received and noted LEIC[DS]10/15 (copy attached to the record).



Synod endorsed the Lay representation on Deanery Synods.

??/10

PROMULGATION OF AMENDING CANON NO. 29



The Registrar proclaimed Amending Canon No. 29.

??/10

THANKS

As this was the last Synod for the Revd Canon Ken Baker as he would be retiring at the end of the year the President and Synod thanked Ken for all the work he had contributed over the previous years.

??/10

SYNOD MEETING DATES FOR 2011



21 May




7 September




19 November

The Bishop closed Synod with prayer.
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