Diocese of Leicester: Protecting the Vulnerable

The Independent Safeguarding Authority Vetting and Barring Scheme
The Bichard enquiry set up after the murders of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman in Soham, Cambridgeshire in 2002 concluded that there was a need for a single agency to check individuals working with children and vulnerable adults. The Independent Safeguarding Authority has been created to do this in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

The new vetting service will have a single list of those who are barred from working with children and vulnerable adults. These replace the existing Protection of Children Act (PoCA) list, List 99 and the Protection of Vulnerable Adults (PoVA), as well as the current system of Disqualification orders, which is operated by the criminal justice system. The service will also collate information from employers and voluntary organisations, local authority children’s’ and social services, professional bodies including the General Medical Council and inspectorates such as Ofsted and the Healthcare Commission. Designated Officers of the Leicester Diocesan Child Protection Management Group will be authorised to access the ISA system.
The ISA will assess every person who wants to work or volunteer with children or vulnerable adults. Applicants will still need to be CRB checked. CRB covers a wider spectrum of offences. The ISA system will be introduced gradually: from 26th July 2010 (instead of 12th October 2009 as previously notified)
· New volunteers and job applicants will need to apply for registration

· Employers and voluntary organisations working with children and vulnerable adults (such as the diocese and its parishes) will not be permitted to recruit those who are not ISA-registered

Over the following 5 years all those who already have CRB clearance will gradually be integrated on to the ISA scheme. The one-off fee for registration with the ISA will be £64 for paid workers. Registration will be free for volunteers
For the present, please continue

· to CRB check all new volunteers and paid workers before they begin to work with children,
· to recheck all those whose CRB clearance is over 5 years old.
Details of the ISA application process will be publicised as it becomes available.
Mary Briant
(with thanks to Alex Tomlin and the ATL Magazine)
