Clergy Conference: 20 – 22 September 2011 

Homily for the final Eucharist

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God, trust also in me.”
It’s a couple of months ago now since Archbishop Rowan published his controversial article in The New Statesman.  What seemed to get the journalists going was his assertion that there is a spirit of fear about as people face the prospect of unemployment, or loss of pension or other kinds of security.  In the debate on the Welfare State in the House of Lords last week, one very disabled Peer who’s spent a lifetime in a wheelchair made a most moving speech speaking of her complete dependence on State funded support which has given her some kind of independent life for which she now fears may be lost.  Those whose homes, streets and neighbourhoods were damaged or destroyed in the recent disturbances spoke of living with fear.  
How can the church become an example of a fearless community.  We read the exchanges between the Primates in the Anglican Communion, or some of the debates in the General Synod.  Read of those who are worried about the ordination of women to the Episcopate.  We find it difficult to trust each other.  And we are quick to assert, oh well we trust God but that’s quite different from trusting the church.

The Bible reminds us that claiming to love God when we cannot love our neighbour is empty words, and I would feel the same is true of trust.  Of course the church is made up of flawed human beings who fail our trust, but that cannot be a reason for withholding it.  In an anxious world the church has a Gospel of absolute, unconditional and unreserved trust in God recreated in Jesus Christ to offer to the world or it has nothing.  

The Bible sets out to show that we were intended to receive the creation as we receive our lives, thankfully, as a gift, holding them in trust, offering them daily back to God from whom everything comes.  The form that offering is to take is thanksgiving which is at the heart of this Eucharist.  It implies a way of being and a frame of mind that is trusting rather than anxious, grateful rather than grudging, compassionate rather than judgemental, and outgoing rather than selfish.  Yet we find that so hard.  We tend to see the world as an end in itself, using and abusing it as we wish and regarding each other with a guarded, sometimes critical eye.  
But God is not so easily diverted.  He has created us for Himself and He knows “our hearts are restless until they rest in Him”.  The word becomes flesh in order that our eyes may be opened to behold the truth.  “You have eyes: can you not see?”  And at the very end of His life Jesus does two things that more than any other reveal His glory as no other action can.  The first is the washing of the Disciples’ feet, speaking of the plain, unromantic, down to earthness of the love God both shows and asks for.  
And the second is the taking of bread into His hands, thanking God for it, breaking it, sharing it and saying this is my body, this is my blood.  He’s revealing to us now the glory of the profoundly simple pattern of this life which shows us what self giving love means and is the only definition of God we need to know.

And if we are to learn to live a Eucharistic life, we have to set our whole lives, in times of unhappiness as well as when times are good within this context of thanksgiving.  For in doing so we are not just asking for ourselves, we are helping to restore, however little, the whole creation to its proper relationship with God. 

It is that creation in all its wonder, variety, brokenness and abundance for which we now pray together, that through it all the Spirit may reveal to us the glory of God.
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