World Aids Day Sermon 2007
Strap Line “Let’s Get Talking”

Visit to Washington – Thanksgiving followed by Black Friday, day when Americans wake up to Christmas

Advent as waking up to immanence of Word coming amongst us.

“Let’s get talking”- gather to talk and rejoice with those who are living with HIV and AIDS, and remember those who have died after living with it.

Talking of HIV/AIDS – stories, statistics

How the virus has affected the world in 20+ years

How much research, etc has been done
Churches at forefront engaging, bravely and imaginative – at home (Trevor’s role with LASS), and abroad (aid agencies)

Admission of where Church has got it wrong

++Rowan: “We can begin by looking at some of the failures in the churches' response, about which we have to be honest. The churches have not always challenged as they should the stigma that is attached to HIV and Aids in many countries. They have failed to say that those living with HIV and Aids are God's beloved children, with dignity, liberty and freedom. What is owed to them is what is owed to any human being made in God's image, and the more we are trapped by thoughts and images about stigma, the less we shall be able to respond effectively. So the church has nothing to be complacent about. We have to acknowledge that there are aspects of our language and our practice that have certainly made the struggle against HIV and Aids any easier.”
Humankind found that through telling the story that we find healing and ability to journey on (e.g. keeping Holocaust memory alive). True for HIV/AIDS

God speaking – at creation; incarnate Word sent into world. God speaks to make good.
Our telling of our story is part of Divine redemption.

