1.  Why have we produced this guidance?
Couples seeking marriage in church may already have children, and as part of the new chapter in the family’s life they may wish formally to thank God for their child(ren) on their wedding day.  In some cases it may be appropriate for the marriage service to include Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child or indeed the baptism (or “christening” - see 6) of their child of children.

Because baptism welcomes people into the community and family of the church, it normally takes place during the usual Sunday act of worship.  However, the authorised services of the Church can be used so as to say yes to a request to join together christening or thanksgiving with a wedding - and take seriously the couple’s desire for a new beginning.  

"I think it's a great idea full stop", says David James, Bishop of Bradford.  "More than anything, people are leaving marriage later and later, and when a child is born, that celebration can become a 'now or never' moment for a wedding.  Having one celebration instead of two will help with the budget, and that's a reality these days.  Some people have guests coming from the other side of the world, and that's a good reason for making a day of it.  Clergy are skilled at helping couples discern just what's right for them."
2.  Who has authorised this?
"This is not a new service. The Church of England has authorised liturgies for marriage, thanksgiving for a child and baptism. These are guidelines that help clergy who are faced with a pastoral situation where combining these might help a family come to faith or grow in faith.  This gives an idea of how it might work; how they might take elements of the services and put them together.  Clergy are asking us for this."  (Revd Peter Moger, National Worship Development Officer)
3.  Does this mean the Church's attitude to cohabitation and having children outside marriage has changed?  
The Church of England believes that the best place for sex is within marriage, and marriage is best for bringing up children.  That hasn't changed.  "This is a response to the demand that’s on us as the Church to meet people who come to us for this key event in their lives.  Not standing in judgement on their past, but welcoming them and pointing to a fresh future." (Revd Peter Moger, National Worship Development Officer)
“Even Jesus' own birth was a matter of controversy,” the Bishop of Bradford says.  This new guidance gives our vicars, who are skilled in serving people in the unique life circumstances they bring, a creative way of celebrating a fresh start for the whole family."  

See also: http://www.cofe.anglican.org/info/socialpublic/marriagefamily/humanrelationships/cohabitation/ 

4.  Doesn’t the Church expect some acknowledgement of wrongdoing before baptism?
Bishop David says: "Baptism always involves confession and repentance, turning from darkness to light.  Our churches offer space and time to think about what this means, and how to keep these big life-changing promises you can only make in church." 
5.  What's the demand from families for this?
Almost one in five couples coming to church for a wedding already has children (Archbishops’ Council’s Weddings Project research in Bradford and Bucks).  The guidance recognises this.

Meanwhile latest government figures (April 09) show for the first time that having children has become the first major milestone of adult life, ahead of marriage. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/family/5160857/Death-of-the-traditional-family.html
6.  What's the difference between 'baptism' (of babies) and 'christening'?

Two words for the same event. "Baptism" springs directly from the Greek New Testament and points to the heart of the visible sacrament - the drenching with or immersion in water.  "Christening" remains popular because it focuses on the giving of a name, the "Christian name" during baptism, and affirms the child as an individual loved by God.  So the words complement one another.  Baptism is the name of the sacrament. Christening is often the more commonly used term for the event.
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