Inauguration Service
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St Andrew's Burton Overy

11 am Saturday 23rd February 2008

During the service there will be a celebration of Christian Ministry and Mission. Details of those taking part are printed at the end of the service
Before the service 10.30 - 10.55 am


A time of worship and rededication led by Chris Pollock and the music group from St Luke's Thurnby

Welcome 

The Archdeacon of Leicester, Ven Richard Atkinson
Hymn (played by Anne Bloor, organist of Burton Overy  and Lay Chair of Gartree II deanery)

Lord for the years your love has kept and guided,

Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,

Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,

Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,

Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:

Lord of the word, receive Your people’s praise.

Lord, for our land in this our generation,

Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:

For young and old, for commonwealth and nation,

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt You,

Loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,

Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without You:

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us –

Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,

Past put behind us, for the future take us:

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

Prayers  ending with the Lord’s Prayer

led by Dr Hugh James, Reader in the Parish of Oadby and
Mrs Vivien James, Church Warden of St Paul's Oadby and co-ordinator of the display "Growing Younger Churches".

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
Readings - God's call to his people 

Exodus 3. 1-7  read by The Rev'd Canon Philip Norwood, Facilitator of the Growing caring, serving churches Group

God calls Moses to lead his people from slavery into freedom in the Promised Land

Isaiah 42. 6-7 read by The Rev'd Ian Johnson, 

Facilitator of the Growing Rural Churches Group.
God calls his prophet to tell his people that he will rescue them from the darkness in which they are imprisoned.

1 Corinthians 1 2-9 read by Professor Peter Williams, 

Facilitator of the Growing Family Sized Churches Group.

God has equipped those he has called

Matthew 28. 16-20 read by Liz Smith, Lay Convener 

God calls all his disciples to engage in mission

Hymn led by Thurnby Music Group

During this hymn, representatives of all the churches and ministries within our partnership will move into position for the celebration of Christian ministry and mission.

Great is the darkness that covers the earth,

Oppression, injustice and pain.

Nations are slipping in hopeless despair,

Though many have come in Your name.

Watching while sanity dies,

Touched by the madness and lies.

Come, Lord Jesus, come, Lord Jesus,

Pour out Your Spirit we pray.

Come, Lord Jesus, come, Lord Jesus,

Pour out Your Spirit on us today.

May now Your church rise with power and love,

This glorious gospel proclaim.

In every nation salvation will come

To those who believe in Your name.

Help us bring light to this world

That we might speed Your return.

Great celebrations on that final day

When out of the heavens You come.

Darkness will vanish, all sorrow will end,

And rulers will bow at Your throne.

Our great commission complete,

Then face to face we shall meet. 

A celebration of Christian Ministry and Mission

Celebration of the teaching ministry of the church 

All clergy, readers, children's workers and Sunday school teachers and Alpha course leaders are invited to stand.

Bibles are presented 

John Morrison


Hold before us the story of God's love and mercy, 


the Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Be among 
us as those who preach and teach the Word of God.

Rev'd Helen Bence


I invite you all to join with us in proclaiming the 
Gospel of hope and new life.

All    Amen. We have this good news to share!

Celebration of the ministry of baptism

All clergy and any laity involved in baptism preparation or follow-up are invited to stand
Water, a baptismal candle & a shell scoop are presented 

Robert Whitehead 


By water we are all baptised into the kingdom of God; 
through the water of baptism the abundant grace of 
God is poured out on his people, bringing us from 
darkness to light. Let us be ready to share the love 
and grace of God for his people, so that they 
might 
find fellowship with Him & walk with us in his light.

The Rev'd Mary Ireland, 


I invite you all to join with us to minister God’s love 
and grace.

All   
Amen. We have this good news to share!

Celebration of the ministry of the sacraments 

All clergy, all authorized to administer communion, all who take communion to the sick and housebound and all who prepare people for confirmation are invited to stand.
Bread and Wine are presented.

Jez Braker 


It is the privilege and duty of priests to preside 
regularly at the Holy Communion, and to proclaim the 
death of the Lord until he comes.

The Rev'd Ian Johnson 


I invite you to come for communion regularly so that 
you may receive strength for daily living and go out 
in the power of the Holy Spirit to live and work to 
God’s praise and glory.

All   
Amen. Jesus is the bread of life!

Celebration of the Christian Healing Ministry 

All clergy and laity involved in the Christian healing ministry are invited to stand.
Oil is presented

Mrs Marylyn Chamberlain 


I hold before us the anointing of the Holy Spirit for 
wholeness of life, who is among us as reconciler and 
healer.

Rev'd Ludger Fremmer 


I invite you all to take part in the ministry of 
reconciliation and healing, so that the power of Christ 
may bring wholeness to all God's people.

All  
Amen. In forgiveness and healing we find new life

Celebration of the ministry of prayer

All clergy, lay readers, pastoral assistants, service leaders, members of prayer meetings, prayer chains and healing prayer teams are invited to stand 
Prayer Books are presented

Gordon Arthur 



May these prayer book be for us a symbol of the 
prayer of all the saints so that, in word and 
sacrament, we may be renewed in our life together. 


Receive these books, and be among us as people of 
prayer.

Rev'd Gordon Richmond

I invite you all to join with the whole Church, in the 
renewal of our common prayer, and in the 
strengthening of the life of the Spirit among us.

All   
Amen. In quietness and confidence shall be our 
strength!

Celebration of the ministry of church musicians

All organists, choir trainers, choir members and music group members are invited to stand.
A hymn book, organ music and drum sticks are presented. 

Mike Evans


I invite you to join with your fellow musicians in 
leading music in our services so that the whole 
church may be lifted to the heights of God's throne 
through the worship that 
is offered. 

Elizabeth Cox


I invite you all to join with the whole Church, in 
singing praises to God.

All   
Amen. Let us worship the Lord in Spirit and in 
truth.

Celebration of Christian witness in the world of work

All who are involved in the world of work are invited to stand.
A print of our Partnership logo and a mobile phone are presented

Jeff Newton


Spread the good news in your workplace. Be among 
us as those who live the gospel in the world of work.

Rev'd Mark Battison


I invite you all to live lives which proclaim the hope 
you have within you wherever 
you go.

All
Amen. May our lives reflect the hope God has set 
within us.

Celebration of Christian witness in education

All students and pupils, all who work in education, all who go into schools to take assemblies and all who work in education management and administration are invited to stand.
A mortar board and a resource book for school assemblies are presented 
Don Smith



Be among us as those involved in the field of 
education to witness to our young 
people by your 
life and example, that they may know the love of God 
and learn to live for him. 

Peter Williams


I invite you all to join with the whole Church, in 
nurturing the next generation of Christians, so that 
our young people may know the power of the gospel 
in their lives

All   
Amen. Let us tell the good news to our children.

Celebration of Christian witness through care for the disadvantaged.

All carers, all who work in social care, all who work in any way to help the poor, the lonely, the sick, the elderly and asylum seekers are invited to stand.
 A cafetiere, car keys and a sleeping bag are presented

Gwynneth Roy



Receive these symbols of care and service for those 
who cannot cope alone. Be among us as those who 
show God's love to a needy world.

Keith Lawson West


I invite you all to join with the whole Church, in caring 
for the elderly, the vulnerable, 
the homeless and 
those on the fringes of our society, that God's love 
may be made 
known and God's kingdom may come.

All   
Amen. Let us love our neighbour as ourselves.

Will the whole congregation please stand

The Rural Dean of Gartree I and II 

The Rev'd Canon Michael Rusk

Let these signs of our ministry be shared by all the 
people of God.

All    Amen. May we find joy together in the service of 
Christ.

During the next hymn, the representatives of all the churches and ministries within our partnership who have taken part in this celebration of Christian ministry and mission are asked to move back to their seats.

Hymn led by Thurnby Music Group

From heaven you came helpless babe,

Entered our world, your glory veiled;

Not to be served but to serve,

And give Your life that we might live.

This is our God, the Servant King,

He calls us now to follow him,

To bring our lives as a daily offering

Of worship to the Servant King.

There in the garden of tears,

My heavy load he chose to bear;

His heart with sorrow was torn,

‘Yet not my will but yours,’ he said.

Come see his hands and his feet,

The scars that speak of sacrifice;

Hands that flung stars into space

To cruel nails surrendered.

So let us learn how to serve,

And in our lives enthrone Him;

Each other’s needs to prefer,

For it is Christ we’re serving. 

Address


The Venerable Richard Atkinson, Archdeacon of Leicester
Offertory Hymn led by Thurnby Music Group
I, the Lord of sea and sky,

I have heard My people cry;

All who dwell in dark and sin

My hand will save.

I, who made the stars of night,

I will make their darkness bright.

I will speak My word to them.

Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?

I have heard You calling in the night.

I will go, Lord, if You lead me;

I will hold Your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain,

I have borne my people’s pain;

I have wept for love of them –

They turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone,

Give them hearts for love alone;

I will speak My word to them.

Whom shall I send?

I, the Lord of wind and flame,

I will tend the poor and lame,

I will set a feast for them –

My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide

Till their hearts are satisfied;

I will give My life to them.

Whom shall I send? 

Commissioning

Archdeacon


My brothers and sisters, by water and the Holy Spirit, 


you have been made a holy people in Jesus Christ 
our Lord, members of the Body of Christ, 


and part of the priesthood of all believers.  


You are raised to new life in him, 


renewed in the image of his glory, 


and empowered to minister for Christ 


in word and in work.

The Mission Partnership Convener, Rev’d Helen Bence, stands

Archdeacon


        Helen, do you renew your commitment to God 
        in this Mission Partnership and promise to proclaim

        here by word and example the good news of God in 

        Christ?

       With the help of God, I do.
The licensed ministers of the Partnership, lay and ordained, and the members of the Mission Partnership Action Group (MPAG) stand:

Archdeacon


        My brothers and sisters, do you renew your 

        commitment to God in this Mission Partnership

        and promise to proclaim by word and example 

        the good news of God in Christ?

        With the help of God, we do.
The congregation all stand:

Archdeacon


        My brothers and sisters, 

        do you as the people of God in this place 

        renew your commitment to him 

        and promise to proclaim by word and example 

        the good news of God in Christ?

All
With the help of God, we do.
Archdeacon



Will you faithfully work together in new partnerships 
in your localities, wholeheartedly sharing gifts, 
resources and ministries in the service of God’s 
mission?

All  
With the help of God, we will.

Archdeacon



Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, 


loving your neighbour as yourself?

All 
With the help of God, we will.

Archdeacon



Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human 
society, by prayer for the world and its leaders, 


by defending the weak, 


and by seeking peace and justice? 

All  
With the help of God, we will.

Archdeacon



I commission you, in the name of Christ, 


to be shaped by God as his people, 


and to join in shaping the communities of this world 


according to his purposes.


May the love and power of God, 


Father, Son and Spirit, 


go before you, 
be revealed within you, 


and flow out from you into the world he created 


and calls back to himself, now and always. Amen.

Archdeacon  


Christ has no body but yours,


No hands, no feet on earth but yours,


Yours are the eyes 


with which he looks with 
compassion on this world,


Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,


Yours are the hands, 


with which he blesses all the world.


Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,


Yours are the eyes, you are his body.


Christ has no body now but yours,


No hands, no feet on earth but yours,


Yours are the eyes 


with which he looks with compassion on this world.


Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

“Christ Has No Body” Teresa of Avila (1515–82)
All 
Lord, may your hands be found in all our doing.


Lord, may your lips be found in all our speaking.


Lord, may your eyes be found in all our seeing.


Lord, may your feet be found in all our travelling.


Lord, may your heart be found in all our loving.


Lord Jesus, may you be found in all our 
proclaiming.  Amen.

The Sending Out

Anointing for New Ministry

The Convener and the Ministry Team move to stand before the archdeacon, who says


Let us ask God to bless them in their ministry 
together, and to renew within them the gifts of his 
Spirit.

The whole congregation prays in silence.

The Archdeacon anoints the Convener and the Ministry Team with the Oil of Chrism, and says


Heavenly Father, giver of all good things, 


may your blessing rest upon them.


Where there is much change, transition and variety, 
may your peace be known;


in Christian service may your joy be found;


and at all times may your love bring unity and 
strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


The Lord bless you and watch over you;


the Lord make his face shine upon you


and be gracious to you; the Lord look kindly on you 
and give you peace. Amen.

The Convener leads this closing Acclamation

There are varieties of gifts:

but the same Spirit.

There are varieties of service:

but the same Lord.
There are different kinds of working:

but the same God is at work in all.
There is one body, one Spirit, one hope in God’s call:

one Lord, one faith, one baptism.

There is one God, Father of all, over all and in all:

to whom Christ ascended on high.

And through his Spirit he gives us gifts:

some are apostles, some are prophets;

evangelists, pastors and teachers he gives us:

so that we can minister together 

to build up his body:

to be mature in the fullness of Christ.

The Peace

Archdeacon


We are the Body of Christ


In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.


Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 


And builds up our common life.


The peace of the Lord be always with you

All
and also with you.


Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All are invited to exchange a sign of peace.

Hymn (played by Anne Bloor, organist of Burton Overy)

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,

Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;

Be Thou my best thought in the day and the night,

Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,

Be Thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;

Be thou my great Father, and I thy true child;

Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;

Be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;

Be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower:

O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise:

Be thou mine inheritance now and always;

Be thou and thou only the first in my heart:

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright sun,

O grant me its joys after victory is won;

Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

The Blessing

Almighty God, 

who for the salvation of the world 

gives his people many gifts and ministries to the advancement of his glory, 

stir up in you the gifts of his grace,

sustain each one of you in your own ministry; 

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord

In the name of Christ.    Amen

Closing voluntary (played by Mr John Bence)

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Please stay as we continue our celebrations with refreshments in the village hall where there are displays of our mission activity across the partnership.

Many thanks to all those who have worked so hard in the preparation and presentation of this service.

Particular thanks to

The people of St Andrew’s Burton Overy for hosting us; 

The people of Thurnby, Stoughton and Burton Overy for preparing refreshments; 

Chris Goodman, Director of Soar Valley Press and a member of St Luke's Thurnby for designing our logo and printing the service sheets;

Anne Bloor, the organist of St Andrew's Burton Overy;

Chris Pollock and the Music Group from St Luke's Thurnby 

John Bence for the closing voluntary

Mrs Vivien James, Prof Peter Williams, Rev'd Ian Johnson and Rev'd Canon Philip Norwood for compiling the displays in the Village Hall …….

And especially to all of you for coming!

Celebration of Christian Ministry and Mission 
This section of the service celebrates the breadth of ministry across our partnership. Those taking part have been invited to do so as representatives of all of you who serve the church in ministry and mission. You are invited  to stand for each of those sections where a ministry in which you are involved is celebrated. Those taking part are listed below section by section. 

Celebration of the teaching ministry of the church 

Those presenting the symbols: Paul Nunan, Pastoral Assistant at Houghton; John Morrison, churchwarden at Hungarton;  Elizabeth Henderson,churchwarden at Keyham 

Those receiving the symbols: The Rev'd Helen Bence, Mission Partnership Convener and Team Vicar for Oadby; Roger Flowers, Reader from the benefice of Glen Magna, Stretton Magna, Carlton Curlieu and Burton Overy and Eunice Hays, Children's Worker from Kibworth.

Celebration of the ministry of baptism

Those presenting the symbols: Keith Gubbins, churchwarden at Foxton; Robert Whitehead, churchwarden at Laughton and Tony Lane, churchwarden at Gumley. Those receiving the symbols: The  Rev'd Mary Ireland, Priest-in-Charge of Glen Magna, Stretton Magna, Carlton Curlieu and Burton Overy; Mrs Margaret Winters, Pastoral Assistant in the Oadby Team Ministry and Elaine Heptonstall, Reader in the benefice of Foxton, Laughton & Gumley

Celebration of the ministry of the sacraments 

Those presenting the symbols: Jez Braker, churchwarden at Thurnby and Jan Tooley, churchwarden at Stoughton. Those receiving the symbols: The Rev'd Ian Johnson Priest in Charge of Foxton with Gumley and Laughton and Chaplain to Gartree Maximum Security Prison and Rev'd Myrtle Cook, curate at Kibworth with Smeeton Westerby and Saddington 

Celebration of the Christian Healing Ministry 

Those presenting the symbols: Mrs Marylyn Chamberlain, churchwarden at St Peter's Oadby, member of the Healing Prayer team and leader of the bereavement counselling ministry in the parish and Mrs Vivien James, churchwarden at St Paul's Oadby. Those receiving the symbols: The Rev'd Ludger Fremmer, Priest in Charge of Kibworth with Smeeton Westerby and Saddington and Mrs Jackie Purdy, a member of Thurnby Healing Prayer team.

Celebration of the ministry of prayer

Those presenting the symbols: Mrs Alison Iliffe, churchwarden at Kibworth, and Gordon Arthur and Julie White, churchwardens at Smeeton Westerby. Those receiving the symbols: The Rev'd Gordon Richmond from the benefice of Houghton on the Hill, Keyham and Hungarton; Mrs Caroline Johnson, Reader in the benefice of Foxton, Laughton and Gumley and Mrs Sheila Shaw, Deanery Synod representative for Thurnby.

Celebration of the ministry of church musicians

Those presenting the symbols: Mike Evans church warden at Thurnby, Jayne Lewis, children's worker at St Peter's Oadby and Canon Philip Norwood, Facilitator of the "Growing caring, serving churches" group. Those receiving the symbols: Elizabeth Cox, choir trainer at St Wilfred's;  Arthur Whitfield, organist at Great Glen and Roy Knight, the drummer in the St Peter's Oadby Music Group.
Celebration of Christian witness in the world of work

Those presenting the symbols: Jeff Newton, a member of St Peter's congregation and a businessman in Oadby and Anne Bloor, Lay chair of Gartree II. Those receiving the symbols: The Rev'd Mark Battison, Minister in Secular Employment in the Oadby Team, with special responsibility for ministry to the business community and Chris Goodman, Director of Soar Valley Press who has designed our partnership logo.

Celebration of Christian witness in education

Those presenting the symbols: Edith Chinnery, deanery synod member in the benefice of Houghton, Keyham and Hungarton and Don Smith, member of diocesan synod and science teacher at Beauchamp Community College. Those receiving the symbols: Prof Peter Williams, Deputy Church Warden at St Peter's Oadby and head of the Department of Genetics at the University of Leicester and Alison Goodman, Children's worker at St Luke's, Thurnby and member of the school assemblies team serving St Luke's School.

Celebration of Christian witness through care for the disadvantaged.

Those presenting the symbols: Liz Smith, Lay Convener and member of diocesan synod and Gwynneth Roy, Mothers' Union deanery leader (Gartee II) and Rev'd Mandy Flaherty, curate in the Oadby Team Ministry. Those receiving the symbols: Rose Williamson who is involved in setting up The Well, a new Christian-based centre in Kibworth serving poor, the vulnerable, the sick, the elderly and the young in the community, Peter Duke, a member of  Houghton church and a chairman of the management committee of Houghton Help-line which gives lifts to medical appointments & visits the housebound in the community and Keith Lawson West who is a member of the congregation at St Luke's Thurnby and involved in helping the homeless. 

Summarising our commitment to ministry and mission

The Rev'd Canon Michael Rusk, Team Rector of the Benefice of Oadby and Rural Dean of Gartree 1 and II. 
The Mission Partnership Logo

"Gartree" means a "scarred" or blighted tree so it seemed appropriate to link that image with the cross. The shape under the cross is the outline of the map of our partnership parishes and is coloured as it is to represent the blood of Jesus. The initial letters of the Greek words for "Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour" formed the shape of a fish and, as a result, this symbol was used by the early Christians as a secret sign. We have woven it through our map to show that Jesus is at the centre of everything we are and do.

The names of all the places which make up our mission partnership are in alphabetical order to show that, however big or small our congregations are, we are all equally valued by God as we gather around Jesus, who has called us to work together to share the good news of the gospel.
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