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	Service for N (Full Name)

Preparation
We meet in the presence of God our loving heavenly Father.
May his grace, mercy and peace be with us all.

We have come together to remember N -
to give thanks for his brief existence,
for the joy, love, and hopes which surrounded him
as he grew in the womb;
to give thanks that he is secure
in the loving arms of God his heavenly Father;
to commit his remains to the earth,
and to seek God's comfort and peace of mind,
in this time of renewed pain, anger, and sorrow.

In his love and goodness,
God has prepared for his beloved children
a heavenly dwelling place.
At his funeral we commended N into God's eternal care.
As we prepare to commit his remains to the earth,
we entrust ourselves and all who love God to his loving care.

Opening Prayer
God of all mercies,
you bring no one to life in vain
and love all that you have made.
Comfort us in our grief,
and console us by the knowledge of your unfailing love,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading
This is how it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 
It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. Because there is a physical body, and there is also a spiritual body.
…. flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. …
For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 
When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: `Death has been swallowed up in victory.' `Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?'
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(verses from 1 Corinthians 15)
Prayers
We bring to God our feelings

Father,
you know our hearts and share our sorrows.
When there is hurt from the loss of N,:
when there is anger at all of the circumstances
surrounding his death,
when we long for words of comfort,
yet find them hard to hear,
turn our grief to more patient faith,
our affliction to firmer hope
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We pray for assurance of N's peace.
Father, the death of N, their hoped-for son, 
brought deep sorrow to (N's PARENTS).
Give them confidence that he is at peace and safe
and his life has fulfilment and meaning with you,
and bring them all together at the last
to the wholeness and fullness of your presence in heaven,
where your saints and angels enjoy you for ever and ever. Amen.

We pray for comfort in sorrow
Lord, we pray for those who mourn,
for (N's Close Family);
be gentle with them in their grief.
Show them the depths of your love,
a glimpse of the kingdom of heaven.
Spare them the torment of guilt and despair.
Be with them this Easter time
as you comforted those who wept beside the empty tomb of our risen Saviour. Amen.

We pray for the future

Most merciful God,
whose wisdom is beyond our understanding,
surround (N's Close Family) with your love,
be with them in their home,
strengthen and deepen the love of husband and wife,
parent and child.
Into the darkness of past sadness and loss,
shine the light of your life.
Renew their hope and confidence in the future,
and strengthen them to meet the days to come.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Committal
We have entrusted N (Full Name) to God's mercy,
and we now commit his mortal remains to the ground:
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust:
in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who will transform our frail bodies
that they may be conformed to his glorious body,
who died, was buried, and rose again for us.
To him be glory for ever. Amen.

Blessing
May Christ the good shepherd
enfold you with love,
fill you with peace,
and lead you in hope,
to the end of your days;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.


