The Southern Edge Mission Partnership


Pentecost, celebrated tomorrow, is the story of the coming of the Holy Spirit to the first Christian disciples gathered in Jerusalem after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ. The images of wind and fire from this story have marked the way the church has celebrated this event, an event of energy and urgency. Today as we too celebrate here in this part of Leicester, we reach out to the God of life, and ask him to send his Spirit amongst us in The Southern Edge Mission Partnership as we learn to work together to promote the Kingdom of God.

_____________________________________________________________________

Welcome

The Emmanuel Apostolic Gospel Choir

Our worship starts with I’ll fly away and His eye is on the sparrow, sung by The Emmanuel Apostolic Gospel Choir.
We’re here Lord!

Like the Wind

Leader: Like the wind that stirred the waters of creation.

All: God is moving in the world.

Leader: Like the holy fire burning in the desert.

All: God is living in the world.

Leader: Like the wind that drove back the waters of Exodus.

All: God is acting in the world.

Leader: Like the song welling up in the mouth of King David.
All: God is singing in the world.

Leader: Like the breath that stirred dry bones in the valley.

All: God is gathering in the world.

Leader: Like the angel filling Mary’s body with light.

All: God is loving in the world.

Leader: Like the cries of the Christ child to be fed in the night.

All: God is coming into the world.

Leader: Like the dove resting on the baptised Messiah.

All: God is christening the world.

Leader: Like the healing that comes from the hands of the Saviour.
All: God is mending life in the world.

Leader: Like the voice of the Teacher in the ears of the crowd.

All: God is speaking in the world.

Leader: Like the last choking breath of a man on a cross.
All: God is dying for the world.

Leader: Like the silence that covers the tomb in the garden.

All: God is waiting for the world.

Leader: Like the power that raised Jesus from the dead.

All: God is rising in the world.

Leader: Like the breath of the Christ on the skin of the disciples.

All: God is breathing on the world.

Leader: Like the fire that falls on the Day of Pentecost.

All: God is giving life to the world.

Opening chorus

As the deer pants for the water,

so my soul longs after you.

You alone are my heart’s desire

and I long to worship you.

Chorus: You alone are my strength, my shield,

to you alone may my spirit yield.

You alone are my heart’s desire 

and I long to worship you.

I want you more than gold or silver,

only you can satisfy.

You alone are the real joy-giver

and the apple of my eye.

Chorus: You alone are my strength…

You’re my friend and you are my brother,

even though you are a king.

I love you more than any other,

so much more than anything.

Chorus: You alone are my strength…

Speak to us Lord!

God sends us

John Chapter 20 verses 18-22 

Read by Margaret Terry, Deanery Lay Chair.

A reflection

Some words from The Archdeacon of Leicester.

Choristers of Saint James The Greater

We listen to Ave Maria by Simon Lindley. 

Chorus

As the next chorus is sung, a representative from each of the constituent churches that make up The Southern Edge Mission Partnership comes forward with a lit candle. In unison they light the central candle as a sign of our unity within the Partnership.

Spirit of the living God,

fall afresh on me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

We repeat the first verse singing ‘us’ instead of ‘me’
The Commissioning

Archdeacon: My brothers and sisters,

by water and the Holy Spirit,

you have been made  a holy people

in Jesus Christ our Lord,

members of the Body of Christ,

and part of the priesthood of all believers.

You are raised to new life in him,

renewed in the image of his glory,

and empowered to minister for Christ

in word and work.

Do you as the people of God 

in The Southern Edge Mission Partnership

renew your commitment to him

and promise to proclaim by word and example 

the good news of God in Christ?

All: With the help of God, we do.

Archdeacon: Will you faithfully work together

in this new Mission Partnership,

wholeheartedly sharing gifts, resources and ministries

in the service of God’s mission?

All: With the help of God, we will.

Archdeacon: Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,

loving your neighbour as yourself?

All: With the help of God, we will.

Archdeacon: Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over 

human society,

by prayer for the world and its leaders,

by defending the weak,

and by seeking peace and justice?

All: With the help of God, we will.

Archdeacon: I commission you, in the name of Christ,

to be shaped by God as his people,

and to join in shaping the communities of this world 

according to his purposes.

May the love and power of God, Father, Son and Spirit,

go before you, be revealed within you,

and flow out of you into the world he created

and calls back to himself, now and always.

All: Amen.

Chorus

Seek ye first the kingdom of God,

and his righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you.

Allelu, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

allelu, alleluia 

Man shall not live by bread alone,

but by every word

that proceeds from the mouth of God.

Allelu, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

allelu, alleluia 

Ask and it shall be given unto you,

seek and ye shall find;

knock and the door shall be opened up to you.

Allelu, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

allelu, alleluia 

Choristers of Saint James The Greater

We listen to Psalm 23 by Howard Goodall... and yes it is that theme tune!!

Doors

Leader: The kingdom of God has many points of entry, but they are not always in the places we expect.

So we need to be alert and ready to enter any time, any place we may be called.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘push’.

Leader: We will not give up if it doesn’t open easily.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘changing room’.

Leader: We will not attempt spiritual exercise in clothes that restrict our possessions.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘fire escape’.

Leader: We will not go back into smoke-filled rooms to rescue our possessions.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘late night opening and all day Sundays’.

Leader: We will not restrict the times and places of access to God. 

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘silence – recording in progress’.

Leader: We will not miss our part in God’s symphony.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘bar staff only’.

Leader: We will not ignore people who are thirsty.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘honeymoon suite’.

Leader: We will not keep any part of ourselves from God’s love.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘to the cells’.

Leader: We will not plea-bargain to escape responsibility for our crimes.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘lost property’.

Leader: We will not get rid of people who have not yet been claimed by their rightful owner.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘guest list’.

Leader: We will not have forgotten to have our friends names put on it too.

All: We will enter the kingdom through the door marked ‘exit’.

Leader: We will not continue shopping while the manager puts the lights out.

All: We will go through these doors in the power of the Spirit, knowing that Jesus has gone through them all first.

Lord’s prayer

All: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

The Emmanuel Apostolic Gospel Choir

We listen to the final song this afternoon, Oh happy day. 

A prayer of dedication

All: Spirit of truth, 

breakout through our words,

bringing understanding and integrity.

Spirit of compassion, 

break out in our hearts,

bringing love and action.

Spirit of peace,

break out in our minds,

bringing commitment to the work of reconciliation.

Spirit of joy, 

break out in our lives, 

bringing enthusiasm and creative energy.

Amen.

Give us your blessing Lord!

Archdeacon: May the love of Christ shine in your eyes,

the compassion of Christ work through your hands,

the word of Christ fall from your lips

and the life of Christ flow through your veins,

to his glory.

And the blessing of God, 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 

remain with you always.

All: Amen.

Closing Hymn

Colours of day dawn into the mind,

the sun has come up, the night is behind.

Go down in the city, into the street,

and let’s give the message to the people we meet.

So light up the fire and let the flame burn,

open the door, let Jesus return.

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow,

tell the people of Jesus , let his love show. 

Go through the park, on into the town;

the sun still shines on, it never goes down.

The light of the world is risen again;

the people of darkness are needing our friend.

So light up the fire and let the flame burn…

Open your eyes, look into the sky,

the darkness has come, the sun came to die.

The evening draws on, the sun disappears,

but Jesus is living, his Spirit is near.

So light up the fire and let the flame burn…
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