Reconciliation of a Penitent
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Penitent:
Pray for me, a sinner.
Priest:
May God in his love enlighten your heart, that you may remember in truth all your sins and his unfailing mercy. Amen.

The Priest may then say one or more of these or other appropriate verses of Scripture, first saying
Here the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Matthew11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16

This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  1 Timothy 1:15

If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  1 John 2:1-2

Priest:
Now in the presence of Christ, and of me, his minister, confess your sins with a humble and obedient heart to Almighty God, our Creator and Redeemer.

Penitent:
I confess to almighty God,
to his Church and to you, that I have sinned
by my own fault in thought, and word, and deed,
in things done and left undone;
Say when you made your last confession (if you ever have).
Then tell the priest all the sins you can remember since your last confession.
Conclude with the following words:
For these and all my other sins which I cannot now remember,
I am truly sorry. I pray to God to have mercy on me. I firmly intend to do better, and I humbly ask forgiveness of God,
and ask you for counsel, direction, and absolution.

Priest:
Will you turn again to Christ as your Lord?

Penitent:
I will.
Priest:
Do you, then, forgive those who have sinned against you?

Penitent:
I forgive them.
Priest:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, who has left power to his Church
to absolve all who truly repent and believe in him,
of his great mercy forgive you all your offences;
and by his authority committed to me,
I absolve you from all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Penitent:
Amen.
Priest:
Now there is rejoicing in heaven; for you were lost, and are found; you were dead, and are now alive in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Go in peace; the Lord has put away your sins, and pray for me, a sinner too.
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