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Candlemas



Order of Service
NOTICES before the Service.
Candlemas Celebration

Processional Hymn
	Hail to the Lord’s anointed,

great David’s greater son!

Hail, in the time appointed,

his reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression,

to set the captive free,

to take away transgression,

and rule in equity.

He comes with succour speedy

to those who suffer wrong;

to help the poor and needy,

and bid the weak be strong;

to give them songs for sighing,

their darkness turn to light,

whose souls, condemned and dying,

were precious in his sight.
	He shall come down like showers

upon the fruitful earth;

love, joy, and hope, like flowers,

spring in his path to birth:

before him on the mountains,

shall peace the herald go,

and righteousness in fountains

from hill to valley flow.

O’er every foe victorious,

he on his throne shall rest;

from age to age more glorious,

all-blessing and all-blest.

The tide of time shall never

his covenant remove;

his name shall stand for ever,

his changeless name of love.



Archdeacon
May the light and peace of Jesus Christ our Lord be with you.

All
The Lord bless you.

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

Minister
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe

All
Blessed be God for ever.



Your light shines on us and all peoples shall see your glory.


All
Blessed be God for ever.



You gave Jesus to be the light of the world;



he makes our darkness to be light.


All
Blessed be God for ever.


Minister
Through the Holy Spirit, your love burns within us,



bearing witness to your truth.


All
Blessed be God for ever.



As we bear your light,



may our lips never cease to sing your praise.


All
Blessed be God for ever.



Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


All
Blessed be God for ever.

Gospel Proclamation
	Longing for light, we wait in darkness.

Longing for truth, we turn to you.

Make us your own, your holy people,

Light for the world to see.

Christ be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ be our light!

Shine in your church

Gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.

Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has power to save us,

Make us your living voice.
	Longing for food, many are hungry.

Longing for water, many still thirst.

Make us your bread, broken for others,

Shared until all are fed.

Longing for shelter, many are homeless,

Longing for warmth, many are cold.

Make us your building, sheltering others,

Walls made of living stone.

Many the gifts, many the people,

Many the hearts that yearn to belong.

Let us be servants to one another,

Making your kingdom come.


When the Gospel is announced all respond:

Glory to you, O Lord



Gospel Reading:  Luke 2: 25-32



The Christ is presented in the Jerusalem Temple.

Reader
This is the Gospel of the Lord


All
Praise to you, O Christ

Liturgy of Light

Candlelight is shared with everyone according to the instructions given before the service.

During the sharing of light the choir sings.


CHOIR
Benedictus qui venit in nomine domini.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Karl Jenkins

Archdeacon
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All
It is right to give thanks and praise.



Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.



you make our darkness to be light.



For with you is the well of life



and in your light shall we see light.


All
Blessed be God for ever.



Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light,

pour into the hearts of your faithful people

the brilliance of your eternal splendour,

that we who by these kindling flames

light up this temple to your glory,

may have the darkness of our souls dispelled,

and so be counted worthy to stand before you

in that eternal city where you live and reign,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.


All
Amen.

	Lord, the light of your love is shining,

in the midst of the darkness, shining. 

Jesus, Light of the world, 
shine upon us; 

set us free by the truth 
you now bring us –

shine on me, shine on me.
	Shine, Jesus, shine, 

fill this land with the Father's glory; 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, 

set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

send forth your word, Lord, 

and let there be light!


	Lord, I come to your awesome presence,

from the shadows into your radiance;

by your blood I may enter your brightness:

search me, try me, consume all my darkness –

shine on me, shine on me.

    Shine, Jesus, shine . .
	As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

so our faces display your likeness, 

ever changing from glory to glory:

mirrored here, may our lives tell your story –

shine on me, shine on me.

    Shine Jesus, shine ..


Children’s Activity

A children’s activity will now take place in the south transept.
Ministry of the Word
First Reading: Romans 11.33 – 12.9

Reader
This is the word of the Lord.


All
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Luke 4. 14 – 20

Reader
This is the word of the Lord.


All
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

The Ven Richard Atkinson

Archdeacon of Leicester

The children return with the fruit of their work.
Commissioning

This sung refrain is taken up by the choir, and the congregation joins in.  The refrain is repeated at intervals during the INTERCESSION.

Take, O take me as I am,
summon out what I shall be;

set your seal upon my heart

and live in me.

At the end of the intercession:

Leader
Almighty Father,


All
bless the work of your whole Church
that being shaped by you,

we may grow together in deeper love:

and joining in greater partnership for mission,
we may reveal your presence in the world;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

One representative of each Local Mission Area in the Partnership comes forward and stands in a line across the church as follows.
	Asfordby, Ab Kettleby and Holwell

The Belvoir Parishes Team Ministry
The Burrough Hill Parishes

The High Framland Parishes

The Ironstone Villages Family of Churches

Loddington with Launde Abbey

The Melton Mowbray Team Parish
	Old Dalby, Nether Broughton, Saxelbye, 

      with Shoby, Grimston and Wartnaby

The South Croxton Group of Parishes

The South Framland Parishes

The Parish of the Upper Wreake

The Whatborough Parishes


All members of Local Mission Area Development Teams together with all licensed and commissioned ministers stand where they are in the congregation.


Archdeacon
There are varieties of gifts


All
but the same Spirit.


 
There are varieties of service


All
but the same Lord.


Archdeacon
There are different kinds of working


All
but the same God is at work in all.

Archdeacon
Blessed are you, Sovereign God of all,

to you be glory and praise for ever!

From the rising of the sun to its setting

your glory is proclaimed in all the world.

You gave the Christ as a light to the nations,

and through the anointing of his Spirit

you established us as a royal priesthood.

As you call us into your marvellous light,

may our lives bear witness to your truth

and our lips never cease to proclaim your praise,

Father Son and Holy Spirit.


All
Blessed be God for ever!
The Archdeacon says to each representative in turn:
Receive this light for the Mission Area of N.


Representative:
Amen.

The Archdeacon addresses the Rural Dean, saying:

Beverley, whereas it is our intention to appoint a Mission Development Officer for this partnership, I commission you now as Convener for the Framland Mission Partnership.

Rural Dean
Amen.
All those already standing now say together:
God our Father,
in the name of Christ 
and in the power of your Spirit

we commit ourselves to you 
and to one another,

to live work and pray as one 
    in the body of Christ,
to trust each other 

    as fellow workers in your Church.

Give us vision, give us courage, give us joy,

that your Kingdom may grow 

    in our communities,

and the world may believe

that Jesus Christ is Lord.  Amen.

We all stand to sing the hymn.
	
	The kingdom of God is justice and joy,

For Jesus restores what sin would destroy;

God’s power and glory in Jesus we know,

And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow.

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace,

The captives are freed, the sinners find peace,

The outcast are welcomed God’s banquet to share,

And hope is awakened in place of despair.

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice,

Believe the good news, repent and rejoice!

His love for us sinners brought Christ to His cross,

Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.

God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal,

In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole,

The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call,

And all things cry glory to God all in all!


The Sending Out
We all remain standing.

NOTICES.
DISMISSAL GOSPEL:  John 15. 1-4

Convener
Almighty God,

who called your Church to witness
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself:

help us so to proclaim the good news of your love,

that all who hear it may be drawn to you;

through him who was lifted on the cross,

and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God now and for ever.


All
Amen.


Convener
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

All
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.  Amen.
A tray with bowls of olive oil is brought to the front.

Archdeacon
Blessed are you, eternal Father,
upholding by your grace all who hear your call.

Under your Old Covenant

priests and kings were anointed to serve you

and in the fullness of time 

you anointed your Son by the Holy Spirit

to be the Christ, the Saviour and Servant of all.

By the power of your Spirit, may your blessing rest

on your people who are anointed with this oil in your name;

let it be for them a sign of joy and gladness

as they share in the royal priesthood of the New Covenant

and make known the kingdom of Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit

we lift our voices of thanks and praise.


All
Blessed be God, our strength and salvation



now and for ever.  Amen.


Convener
Glory to God,


All
by whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more

than we ask or imagine.

Glory to God 
from generation to generation

in the Church and in Jesus Christ,

for ever and ever.  Amen.

	The Spirit lives to make us free,

walk, walk in the light;

He binds us all in unity,

walk, walk in the light.

Walk in the light,   [x3]
walk in the light of the Lord.
Jesus promised life to all,

walk, walk in the light;

the dead we’re waken’d by his call,

walk, walk in the light.

    Walk in the light.....

He died in pain on Calvery,

walk, walk in the light;

to save the lost like you and me,

walk, walk in the light.

    Walk in the light.....
	We know his death was not the end

walk, walk in the light;

He gave his Spirit to be our friend,

walk, walk in the light.

    Walk in the light.....
By Jesus’ love our wounds are healed, 

walk, walk in the light;

the Father’s kindness is revealed,

walk, walk in the light.

    Walk in the light.....

The Spirit lives in you and me,

walk, walk in the light;

His light will shine for all to see,

walk, walk in the light.

    Walk in the light.....


Anointing

The anointing stands in place of the blessing.


Convener
The Lord says, ’Go into all the world


and make disciples of all the nations.’



Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.


All
In the name of Christ.  Amen.

An organ voluntary is played and the ministers and choir depart.

You may leave church either by the west door or by the north transept door.  As you leave, you are invited to go to one of the ministers standing near the door and be anointed with oil, with the words:

Minister
Be faithful to Christ.


Response
Amen.

Refreshments are now served in the Samworth Centre, and a firework display will follow from the roof of St Mary’s.
Framland (Melton) Mission Partnership Agreement

The Partners in Mission

The Framland (Melton) Anglican Deanery will be the Framland (Melton) Mission Partnership, with all Anglican churches participating in Local Mission Areas (see below).  In view of the Anglican Methodist Covenant, the Partnership will be open to growing participation by Methodist churches and will seek to establish structures which are open to this.

Local Mission Areas

We recognise and affirm that the primary geographical foci for mission in the Partnership will be Local Mission Areas.  These will be agreed locally but will normally be the benefice areas of the Deanery.  These Areas will be where the detail of mission activity is worked out and coordinated within groups of churches and fellowships.  

All licensed and accredited ministers will have a natural centre for their ministry within a particular Area, but everyone will be expected to be open to working in partnership with others when called upon to do so.
Area Mission Development Teams

Each Local Mission Area will establish a Team who will focus the development of mission in their area.  Area Mission Development Teams will work with the Partnership Mission Action Group (see below) to further the Partnership’s agreed priorities.  The Teams are encouraged to welcome Methodist participants.

Annual Consultation

The Mission Partnership will hold an Annual Consultation, normally around the end of June, to review and determine its mission priorities for the year ahead.  All clergy and accredited ministers will be invited to attend the Consultation and each Area Mission Development Team will be invited to send lay representatives.  All church councils will be invited to play a part in preparing for the Consultation.  Invitation to this event will be extended to the Methodist circuits.

Development Officer

A Development Officer will be appointed for the Mission Partnership to lead the implementation of priorities decided by the Annual Consultation.  This post may be clergy or lay and may be part-time.  The person will have the organisational skills and be able to give the time necessary to implement the Partnership’s Mission Priorities.  This might be a role attached to a smaller benefice incumbency.

Partnership Convenor

On the basis that a separate Development Officer is appointed, the Rural Dean will be the Convener for the Partnership and will chair the Annual Consultation.

Mission Action Group

A Mission Action Group will be appointed by the Annual Consultation, made up of individuals who will each champion one of the agreed priorities of the Partnership, and will be chaired by the Development Officer.  The team will begin its work each year following the Annual Consultation and make regular reports to Deanery Synod.

Partnership Chapter

The Deanery Chapter will become the Partnership Chapter in which the participation of Methodist ministers will be encouraged.   Amongst general support and collaboration, the Chapter will be the main place where ministerial deployment in the Partnership is discussed and developed, and the Assistant Rural Dean will take a lead in this process.  It is recognised that changes regarding lay deployment will need to be agreed with the people concerned.  

Finance

All present structures and responsibilities for finance will remain in place and financial proposals for the Partnership will come before the normal church structures for decision.  The Share system will continue to operate with the aim of achieving full payment every year.

Approval

All Church Councils in the proposed Mission Partnership were invited in 2007 to approve a draft Agreement.  This revised agreement was approved by the Framland Deanery Synod on 29th October 2007.

